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LECTURE V.—Parr IL 


Now let us see whether the subject of “‘ mechanical and phy- 
siological rest” can be made therapeutically available in refer- 
ence to the treatment of acute pericarditis, The physician cannot 
fail to admit that, whilst treating pericarditis, he has to deal 
with a membrane investing and surrounding an organ with 
whose functions complete rest is incompatible, since the 
rhythmical movement of the heart is necessary to the persist- 
ence of life; and yet he must allow that it is only through the 
medium of lessened action and diminished distension of this 
organ, with a concarrent lax condition of the diaphragm and 
pericardium, that he can expect to obtain any relief from fric- 
tion to the serous membrane itself. Allow me, then, to put 
before you this suggestive question : whether, in a case of acute 
pericarditis, it would be possible to over-estimate the value of 


Tassume—for it is not from direct clinical, responsible ex- 
perience that I speak—that the physician's first anxiety is to 


of preventing friction, provided that arrest were compatible 
with life, or that he had the power to ensure the resumption 
of its activity. True it is that to man the control of the action 


idiopathic pericarditis, let us admit, for the sake of argumenta- 
tive illustration, or of what I believe to be the right interpre- 
tation, that the effusion of lymph in this pericarditis results 
from the ical element which was in the blood, and 


the inflammatory pericardial 
gered nature through som - ,- 
T any, some good in the id plastic , ion ieclf? Tthink we 


may—in the induced rest. 

What is the mechanical influence of the effused lymph (which 
may or may not glue the two pericardial surfaces ther) upon 
the serous surfaces, which are not only secreting but also ab- 
sorbing surfaces? For it must be borne in mind, in anticipation 

presently remark 


collapse, 
pends actually upon the absorption of some of the morbid fluid 
extravasated from the intestinal canal into the peritoneum. 
That a’ is one of the causes of collapse or nervous 
shock which is not usually ccnsidered in that light, but it has 
a very important bearing in practice ; and I have no hesitation 
in saying, from both clinica) observation and experi that 
these serous membranes are very rapidly absorbing organs, 
Observe this illustrative case of absorption by the peritoneum. 
Suppose a person has an injury to the abdomen, which causes 
an extravasation of a large quantity of blood into the peri- 
toneum. This blood consists of a certain amdunt of serum and 
coagulable blood. Now, if the patient survive but a few hours, 
what do you find in the abdomen after death? No serum ; 
every drop of it isgone. Gone where? All of it is absorbed. 
The clot of blood remains, but the .luid part of it has been 


taken u 

The result of the effusion of this inflammatory fluid is, that 
the serous surfaces become defended immediately from direct 
and intimate surface-friction ; thus that i irri 
tion or local excitation is removed. 
quired rest, or freedom from direct friction, enables the serous 
membrane to recover itself by rest, and then to resume its not 


surface of the pericardium, that 
kept in a state of rest : it does not secrete any more 
it recovers itself, This is precisely what ha’ in 


the 
ysiological rest, and the little glandular 
imbedded is the submucous tissue, recover their 


i surfaces upon each other, and by giving them 
absolute rest both mechanically and ; 
i to resume their 
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played in other parts of the body when suffering from inflam- 
mation, as will appear when I refer you again to the occurrence 
of solid effusion (callus) associated with the repair of some frac- 
tures of bones, and of the massive swellings which we see en- 
cumbering the exterior of inflamed joints, whether in cases of 
acute or of chronic destructive inflammation of the interior of 
a joint ; the joint still, perhaps, going on to repair. When a 
cylindrical bone is fractured, what do you discover By pec the 
exterior of the fracture, especially when the fractured pieces 
are not nicely adjusted, or are subjected to frequent local dis- 
turbance? We know that nature herself puts a splint upon 
the exterior of the bone, including the fracture, for the purpose 
of keeping the fractured ends of the bone in actual rest, and 
that in truth this external splint is developed in relation to the 
necessities of the individual case. Ina bacly adjusted fracture, 
which is unavoidably a good deal distorted, or one in which the 
fractured ends are movable upon each other, the callus or tem- 
porary splint is greatly augmented to meet the greater require- 
ments in that instance for the insurance of mechanical rest; 
whilst in fractures not much disturbed and nicely adjusted, 
there is no external callus, only that internal soft callus which 
is interposed between the fractured ends of the bone. 

I saw a most instructive case of this kind some years ago, 
which made a great impression upon my mind. On Sept. 3rd, 
1845, Mary Ann L——,, aged thirty, washerwoman and ironer, 
attended as an out-patient at Guy’s Hospital. She had a hard 
swelling, as large as a moderate-sized orange, in the middle 
of the right clavicle, supposed to be exostosis or malignant 
disease of the bone, She told me that she thought she hurt it 
six weeks before, as she felt a sudden pain at the swollen = 
whilst trying to stop the falling of a chest of drawers. In a 
few days the part began to swell, and had continued to do so 
up to the time I saw her. A blister had been applied by her 
own ten days before, without any apparent advantage. 
Thinking it a case of disease or new growth in the bone, [ 
ordered her to rub the compound iodine ointment freely into 
the tumour, and to take some ammonia and bark ; and, having 
fixed her arm in a sling, I enjoined her not to use it or make 
exertion of any kind, for she always had pain in the swollen 
part of the collar-bone when she did so. I saw this woman 

in in three weeks, and the tumour was a little reduced ; 
and I was congratulating myself with the idea that here was a 
case of malignant disease being cured by iodide of ium. 
From that time I lost sight ofher. Being anxious and determined 
to know the result, on the 24th of May, 1847, I went with 
Mr. Chabot to the houses of nearly all the rwomen in 
Camberwell, and we at len discovered her. I examined 
the clavicle, There was a slight overlapping of the fractured 
ends of the bone, but the bone was consolidated. It was thus 
clear that she had had a broken clavicle, and what I had treated 
was the callus of a fracture. She told me that the swelling 
went away gradually after a few weeks, and she found she 
could resume her duties at the wash-tub and ironing-board 
without pain. Thus it capers Ee ing the arm I had 
secured rest to the fractured bone, the necessity for that amount 
of callus which nature had supplied for the purpose of securing 
vat to. Se eee vas See en Oe Ses 

isappeared under the influence of rest. 
This natural 


process for the purpose of securing rest toa 
fracture is 
solid lym 


perfectly in its effects to the effusion of 

which occurs between two inflamed serous surfaces : 

the function of the external callus, associated with fracture, is 
only temporary, for as soon as the fractu - 
moniously and mutually consolidated it ory : 
poe io money mee Ey Sees of thé parent 
e in a state of quietude and rest, so that nature may go on 
with her perfect work of exact repair without the fractured 
ends being moved upon each other, or in any way disturbed by 
surrounding external circumstances. I have seen this subject 
brought forward thus in a court of justice, in a case of doubtful 
fy pty The question has been asked of one surgeon 





This same physiological point is also well displayed, in prac- 
tice, in the occurrence of the thickening of soft structures 
external to inflamed or diseased joints. This thickening has 
the decided effect of giving mechanical rest to the interior of 
the joint, tending to steady it, to support it, to render it com- 
paratively immovable, and to oppose disturbance by muscular 
contraction, showing the value which nature attaches to rest 
as a curative agent. How conspicuously striking is the changed 
configuration of the inflamed joint when the inflammatory con- 
dition has subsided, when the joint has recovered itself, or 
when the disease has resulted in membranous or bony union 
of the articular surfaces! Then it is that we may notice with 
admiring wonder the steady and sure removal by nature her- 
self of the external adventitious matter as a something now 
unnecessary, and as being no longer required by the joint, either 
for its support or its security against movement ; in fact, for 
its rest. As soon as the interior of the joint has recovered 
itself, or anchylosis has taken place, the benefit to be de- 
rived from the existence of the effusion ceases, and it dis- 
appears like the tem callus of fracture, or like the effu- 
sions which take place and surrounding local injury, or 
like the solid effusions which are intended to circumscribe the 
inflammatory abscess ; for it is noticeable that as soon as such 
an abscess is opened the necessity for the deposit around it no 
longer exists, and it is absorbed. Thus, { think, we may see 
cnciegiuiliy the evid of the beneficial influence of rest in 
the treatment of pericarditis ; and we may discover some good 
to be derived from the inflammatory effusion by its giving rest 
to the pericardium for a time, and enabling it to resume its 
other function of absorption. By considering the subject of solid 
effusions —< — ad local inflammation in such a light, we 
recognise the folly o surgeon attempting to get rid of the 
external callus of a fracture so long wesheaes bone is 
ununited ; and, again, the folly of expecting to get rid of the 
surrounding swelling associated with chronic joint diseases be- 
fore the joints themselves are repaired ; in fact, it is impossible 
—it cannot be done. 

But to revert to the subject of nerve-distribution. I might 
easily spread it out by showing the relation of another serous 
membrane—viz., the id membrane—to the fifth nerve 
(a nerve of sensation) and the facial or motor nerves of the face, 
and fix u it some important points in practice; but time 
would an caw me to do justice No the ieoteations, hence I 
other occasion 





it in the diseases of those parts, | purpose now to consider 
briefly the same anatomical and functional arrangements as 
they are manifested in the mucous membranes and their 
direct] iated muscles, Let us look, for instance, at the 

i i m, and the skin cover- 





are immediately 
the eye’s ‘‘ rest,” ion i 
portant in its relations, how widely applicable 


What a simple 
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in joint inflammations, to lubricate the conjunctival membrane, 
to interpose a layer of fluid between the globe an to 
prevent direct friction of the two mucous i 

to foment the eye. If the eye be thus kept in temporary dark- 
ness, Scan fone Wiedion. anithen cutel. it will return in a few 
hours to its normal state without any other aid. The restora- 
tion of the eye to its healthy state is complete ; thus making 
manifest the great power which nature possesses of rectifying 
and controlling the morbid effects of inflamed structure or 
deranged function by rest. 

It is certainly a curious, interesting, and most instructive 
fact, and well worthy of distinct notice ay Sage 
of the body in which nature displays most conspicuously her im- 
mediate appreciation of the value of rest in relation to its restora- 
tive power is the organ of vision—the part of the human body, be 
it remarked, the most completely under the fullest observation 
of the surgeon, with the least t of trouble to him, and 
where he may see most graphically expressed the evidence of 
the good to be derived from rest to the diseased or injured 
organ. The recuperative law of nature is in this instance un- 
wittingly admitted, and its appreciation generally, if not uni- 
versally, acted on in practice; for I suppose every living pro- 
fessional man of every grade, of every age, whether his intel- 
lectual acquirements be great or small, would advise the exclu- 
sion of light from an inflamed eye, which is in reality perfect 
rest to the organ, by removing its natural stimulus, and which 
in excess becomes a great source of excitation. This rest to the 
eye as a curative agent is instinctively adopted by nature, and 
it is also (as a matter of experience, if not the result of reason 
or reflection) constantly adopted by surgeons in their treatment 
of injuries or diseases of the eye. But I must add as a stigma 
and an opprobriam upon the mental perception of some of us, 
that although we recognise the law and the principle as appli- 
cable to the eye, we do not speme to see it so clearly, and cer- 
tainly do not act upon it with the same fixed notions and the 
same precision, in its application to the other of the bod 
when suffering from accident or disease, If the eye be inflamed, 
the first thing that happens is that the eye becomes placed in 
darkness in a dark chamber. Nature closes the shutters so as 
to exclude or intercept the rays of light, in order to give the 
A nel oe ga ; and all this is done automa- 
tically or instinctively. ell if you admit darkness as neces- 
| or important in the treatment of diseases of the eye, you 

ill be compelled to admit as a principle the therapeutic value 
of rest in the treatment of diseases of the joints, and indeed in 
all inflamed parts. The other day I had this note from India 
from an old dresser of mine :— 

ee. a of your — of rest : Do you remember in 1857 
little J. G—— burning his face and eye with gunpowder? I 
got great credit for my skill in that case, and pocketed it ; but 
the credit was really due to you in having instilled into my mind 
a deep-rooted idea of the lepestunes of rest in surg rac- 
te. J. G-—— was letting off a squib; the powder did not 
ignite well, and he lowered his face close to it, and blew to 
kindle the flame, which he succeeded in doing, and in an in- 
stant the squib pe ope burning his face and eye. Isaw him 
almost immediately, and found him in excruciating agony; the 
face darkened, skin i ined with gunpowder, the conjunctiva 
of one eye black and looking puffy and half roasted. The cornea 
had a peculiar appearance: the outer lamina and conjunctiva 
over it had shrivelled, presenting an uneven, opaque surface 
{pretty much resembling the appearance of a cornea that has 
been after death so com as to have had its laminar struc- 
ture irregularly displaced, and so become opaque), with a sooty 
dust ingrained and deeply pitted on its surface. eye was 
washed with warm water, the lid then closed down, a drop of 
sweet oil having been first inserted under the lid, and a piece 





the eye not opened. On the fifth day I opened the lid, and 
found the cornea bright and clear, and a new and healthy layer 
of epithelium covering the entire globe. Under the influence 
of rest, healthy nutrition had effected complete repair.” This 
patient got quickly well. 

Observe the effect of morbid action in another portion of the 
mucous membrane, in order to mark this ve-distributi 


and the pneumogastric nerves. You are constantly forcing 
and rubbing the inflamed tonsils, x, and palate upon 
each other; and thus ‘‘ swallowing” is excited frequently and 
painfully and against your will. This is exactly the same 
thing as irritation or inflammation of the synovial membrane 
producing contraction or spasm of the muscles moving the 
Joint. is kind of case is best relieved by the local appli- 
eation of opium —by painting the throat with a solution of 
opium. 
y saw not long ago, with Dr. Herbert Davies, of Finsbury- 
uare, a gentleman who could scarcely swallow at all, for 
directly he put flaid into his throat it uced a violent and 
choking spasm. He was then nourished by nutritive enemata. 
I saw him endeavour to swallow fluid, but he nearly choked 
himself. I touched his throat with a camels’-hair brash, and a 
violent spasm was produced in the pharynx and larynx. Nume- 
rous and different gargles, weak and ay cag of nitrate 
of silver, had been well employed, but without any advantage, 
and the patient was rapidly emaciating. I advised the use of 
a powerful anesthetic to the irritable mucous membrane. I 
requested him to use a gargle containing prussic acid, and to 
swallow some of it. From the first time he adopted this plan 
of treatment he began to improve, and ultimately recovered. 
This application of prussic acid was adopted on physiological 
rinci merely for the purpose of reducing the sensi- 
Cility and irritability of the mucous membrane, and of putting 
an arrest to the associated muscular spasmodic contraction. 
Subsequently this patient went to Hastings, and there the 
pharynx was painted with a solution of chloroform, upon the 
same principle of inducing physiological rest to the throat, and 
he x ed quite well. 
ow take the larynx for illustration. Both the sensitive and 
motor nerves to the larynx are derived from the same pneumo- 
gastric trunk, and hence we note that any irritation or inflam- 
mation existing upon the mucous surface of the larynx or of 
the laryngeal surface of the epiglottis induces excited muscular 
action immediately on the part of the associated laryngeal 
muscles. This irritable state of the larynx is usually treated 
by the local application of nitrate of silver, in solution, or in 
the form of a very fine powder, which is blown into the larynx; 
and the relief is sometimes very complete and speedy, by the 
physiological rest which it gives to the mucous membrane. I 
apprehend that rest is accomplished by the nitrate of silver 
acting upon the mucus and albumen, forming a solid albuminate 
of silver, constituting an adherent temporary covering to the 
mucous membrane; thus giving it rest by defending it from the 
atmospheric air, and so destroying for a time that nervous irri- 
tability and muscular contraction which produce a sense of 
suffocation. So, after all, the engendering of physiological rest 
is the curative principle, based upon the fact that the same 
trunk nerve supplies both the mucous membrane and the mus- 
cular apparatus of the larynx. ; 

With regard to the epiglottis iteelf, I would remind you that 
its anterior or glossal ation derives i's nerves from the glosso- 
pharyngeal, by which it, as well as the posterior third of the 
tongue, is associated with the pharynx preparatory to deglu- 
tition. This principle of nerve-distribution obtains throughout 
the whole distribution of the pneumogastricnerve—viz. , thesame 
trunk of nerve supplies the mucous membrane and the asso- 
ciated muscular apparatus. So it is with respect to the intes- 
tinal canal: the b and muscular walls are 
supplied by the same nerves, causing direct Pm ad between 
them. I have no doubt in the world that effect of most 
purgative medicines is to induce irritation and increased secre- 
tion from the mucous membrane, and increased muscular con- 
traction in the walls of the intestines; and | must express my 
conviction that the frequently-re introduction of irri- 

ing medicines into the bowels is very likely to do a great 
deal of injury by exciting muscular contraction, and thence 
diminishing the calibre of the gut; and that subsequently a 

of time, with carefully-managed diet, is required 


to replace the in y 
ive medicines are, to my mind, in this respect, very 
often injudiciously administered for a continu 





~ Dratus yrom Intoxication.—During the year 1862, 


rs’ inquests found 211 verdicts of d from excessive 
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drinking, 145 men and 66 women thus ending their days. It 

is probable that these statistics afford a very inaccurate and 

account of the number of persons who really suc- 

influence of intoxicating agents. We fear that 

are submitted to the coroner’s inquisition bear 

proportion to the entire number of deaths that can 
attributed to the influence of alcohol. 
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‘Lue next alimentary principle that I have to speak of is fat— 
a material having a totally different destination to the prin- 
ciples belonging to the azotised group, of which I have hitherto 
been treating. It is true, fat must be looked upon as an article 
of nutrition, because it contributes to form the main portion of 
a tissue which enters largely into the constitution of onr solid 
fabric, and seems to be required for the histological development 
of other textures; but the chief ultimate destination of the 
eleaginous principle in the animal system is towards the pro- 
duction of heat, by undergoing a slow process of combustion or 
oxydation in the animal system. 

Fatty matters pass through the mouth and stomach without 
being digested, or rendered fit for absorption. According to Dr. 
Marcet’s researches, however, neutral fats are acidified in the 
stomach, and placed in a state for being emulsified by the bile, 
the bile having no power to emulsify the neutral fats. When 
the fat of meat is consumed, the areolar tissue belonging to the 
adipose texture is dissolved, and the oily matter liberated, so 
that it may be afterwards prepared for absorption. Into the 
intestine a fluid is poured besides the bile—namely, the pan- 
creatic juice, one special province of which is to emulsify or 
minutely divide the fat so that it may pass into the lacteals, and 
afterwards enter the circulatory system. 

Dr. Bright arrived at the opinion, from pathological observa- 
tion, that the pancreas was concerned in the digestion of fat. 
He noticed in cases of obstruction of the duct through malig- 
nant disease in the neighbourhood, that fat was allowed to pass 
and to appear in the alvine dejections. There are specimens of 
solid fatty matter preserved in the museum of Guy’s Hospital 
that were obtained from cases of this description. , in 
the most conclusive manner, has since confirmed the opinion 
thus entertained by Dr. Bright and established upon physio- 
logical grounds the function of the pancreas connected with the 
digestion of fatty matter. Nothing can be more decided than 
the influence enjoyed by the pancreatic juice in emulsify- 
ing fatty matter the instant the two are Seonghats-ctmiere 
By this emulsification the fat is reduced to an exceedingly 

tely divided state, without any chemical change occurring. 
According to Bernard, however, when the emulsion, resulti 
from the admixture of pancreatic juice and oil, has been Poul 
aside for some hours, it is found that the oil has undergone a 
chemical modification, and become converted into glycerine and 
fatty acid. But it would seem from the experiments of others, 
that this chemical decomposition does not ordinarily take place 
in the digestive canal, the fatty matter being only there emul- 
+ « alr on so that it = pass by tion om 
ith this specimen pancreatic juice that I 
have before me it is easy to show the effect that is exercised by 
it during li egitating it in a test-tube with some olive 
oil, a milk-like liquid is immedi produced, which, be it 
observed, will retain its milk-like 
such effect is produced by saliva. The oil, by agitation, is re- 
duced to small globules, and distributed through the liquid, 
but it will soon separate and rise to the surface on being placed 


-known fact that after the ingestion of fat 
of the mammalian animals the absorbents an 

i intestinal tract are filled with an opaque milky 

fluid ; hence their name—lacteals, Ex - 

formed by Bernard to ascertain if the i 

alike in all the vertebrate classes. According to his 

is only amongst mammals that lacteals can be t 

exist ; for the introduction of fat dissolved in ether i 

alimentary canal, which so rapidly gives rise 

sence of a milky fiuid in the intestinal a! ts 





oe 

tains fat in the form of an emulsion, which creates the milky or 
ebylous ap Bat, strikingly enough, the unnatural 
state does not stop here ; for other principles which ought to 
be retained pass off with the secretion from the kidneys. The 
urine taneous ion from the presence of 
fibrin. It contains albumen. And, from a case to which 
I shall presently refer, it appears that sugar may also be pre- 


particulars of a case which fell under the 
observation of, and has been recorded by, Dr. Prout. It ex- 
poses to us most clearly the state of the urine encountered 
the disease. ‘*The ayy ne = BP meee ae ni 
about thirty years of age. disease first e its appear- 
ance in 1817, and gradually. Her appetite was 
Ce ee Ee 
t her general health was very little affected, and almost the 
only inconvenience of which she complained was the difficulty 
of ing her water, owing to the coagula which formed in the 
bladder blocking up the urethra. On November, 1518,” Dr. 
Prout continues, f ressived three specimens of this woman’s 
urine—namely, one voided in the morning, another a little after 
break fast, a third in the evening.” To sum up the results 
derived from an examination of these specimens by Dr. Prout, 
it may be said that the first and second consisted of a solid 
jelly-like mass or coagulum, of a pale amber colour ; red bleod- 
co: puscles were present, and the serous fluid that exuded from 
the coagulum contained albumen. The third i or that 
voided in the evening, after an early dinner taken about 
to use Dr. Prout’s own words, ‘‘ was the most remarkable, 


coagulum, of a white colour, and assuming 
vessel like blanc-mange. The flaid that exuded from the coa- 
gulum was white and opaque, like milk ; and on being heated 
ond permitted to-ctend ob rest for seme tims, theew ep oa 
stance on its surface very like the cream of milk, which, 
like cream, was found to contain a considerable a 
butyraceous or oily principle. 1t was not 


ion of 
by heat, 
though it contained an abundance of albuminous matter,” 
It will have been observed, that of the three specimens of 
this case, only one—namely, 


It is only after the entrance of fat 
into the system, as the result of its mgesticn, that it makes its 
appearance in the urine. Hence, the morning urine, and that 
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middle of the day, was ly 
Through the late Dr. Addison I was afforded an opportunity 
examining one specimen of urine of this kind. It had formed 
ohn Fa gam, Cae Sete k te Hy Sean, On ere 
was no milky or chylous ap; 
My colleague, Dr. Owen Rees, has supplied me with the fol- 
lowing particulars belonging to three cases where he made an 
ical examination of the urine :— 
of milky urine, May, 1843.—No remain- 
po Rag aegeeny like rt ate RH Boal om 
ether; not saponi oer orts yl uble 
with difficulty in aloubol. . 
Patty or milky urine.—Fat extracted by ether; soluble with 
difficulty in alcohol ; volatilized without decomposition ; no 
80) me penadty olay Sangal 
Tine passed by a lady from Bengal.—It was ne 
a ch i fades wae . Rees 
t. 


1 ory system, - 
_ In the experiments [ have conducted, I have introduced oil 
portal, and likewise into the general venous systems. 
the injection of six drachms of olive oil into 


Ee 
it 


a 
E 


atheter, without being oed, into the bladder.) It gave a pre- 
with heat and nitric acid, and therefore contained 

a The kidneys were congested ; the lungs edematous. 

The liver displayed under the microscope a num 
fat- n _bile also contained a quantity 


eee & injected into the j 
large stron i 


be 

inj into the jugular vein of a 
7 dog peedused teoth ta about thirty-six hours. 
The urine that was voided by the animal about twenty minutes 
after the injection contained some varions-sized fat-globules, 
and was slightly albuminous. The urine removed by a catheter 
(not oiled) three hours and a half after the injection was rather 
milky-looking, pretty albuminous, and to a slight extent 
— with sugar, Examined mi ically, blood.cor- 
sles, small granular particles (fatty ?), and a number 

of single prisms and prisms in brushes and d 
were seen. The urine, eighteen hours after the injection, con- 


tained albumen, blood-corpuscles, casts of uriniferous tubules, 
and the same crystalline deposit that had been be!ore met with. 
The urine twenty-five hours after presented the same characters 
as the last, but on some of the casts of the tubules epithelial 
particles and nuclei were seen. At the post-mortem examination 
of the animal, dark-coloured blood of a loose gelatinous cha- 
racter oozed out from the divided vessels ; lungs were 
highly cedematous ; bronchial tubes filled with a frothy serous 
fluid ; no hepatization or breaking down of lung-tissue in any 
part discoverable ; the kidneys presented a natural appearance 
to the naked eye. 

The introduction of oil directly into the circulatory system 
is thus attended with the most serious consequences, and the 
state of the urine it occasions is of interest on account of the 
same chemical principles having been observed in it as have 
been noticed in chylous urine. 

There yet remains another group of alimentary principles for 
me to speak of—the saccharine group. This, contributi 
towards the production of animal heat, has the same destination 
> SS eee ; but, there being a sufficient amount of 
oxygen in compounds belonging to it to form water with 
the ce he Dorn ehes ion, taking weight for 
weight, be necessarily attended with the evolution of a less 

The s os and starch form belonging 

sugars the chief principles to 
the saccharine group. The oagare equines or 
preparation for absorption. cane and grape sugar 
exceedingly soluble and diffusible will pass with facility th 
thelimiting membrane of the alimentary tract into the circulatory 
system. To what extent, or whether to any extent, cane sugar 
is converted i absorption, I am not aware 
has been shown ; some iments of Bernard upon horses 
prove that cane sugar—some, if not aJl— as such into the 
From a quarter to half an hour after the in- 
gestion of sugar by horses, Bernard says, “‘ sugar was found in 
the portal blood, even in the state of cane sugar, just as it had 
been taken, for all had not been changed into glucose or grape 


” 

Starch requires to undergo transformation to render it sus- 
ceptible of entering the Starch, as such, it may be 
stated, is of no use to the animal being, because it cannot be 
absorbed and i It refuses to traverse animal mem- 
branes. i ay transformed, however, by certain secre- 
tions —_ digestive apparatus into a diffusible prin- 
ciple serene | is placed in a position for being turned to 
avail in the of life. The human saliva enjoys the 

of almost instantly converting starch into sugar ; but, 
curiously to observe, this y is almost peculiar to the 
human subj Although, however, the effect is so immediate 
as it is acting upon a decoction of starch, yet it is not 
often that starch is ingested in so favourable a form for rapid 
ponte oy and ee ee he omni is so 
transitory it may be assu physiologically speaking, 
that there is not a digestive effect of any material consideration 
exerted upon starch in the mouth even amonyst ourselves. The 
saliva, in, would lose whatever metam: ising influence it 
on the stomach being reached and the food mingling 

with its acid secretion; for the ce of an acid is unfavour- 
able to the transformation of starch into sugar by saliva. Dr. 
Bence Jones has that the acid itself of the stomach 
may exert an influence towards oe starch into sugar. 
And what I witnessed in an experiment of my own not very 
lon corroborates such a view. 1 had been keeping a 
rabbit a few days solely on a diet of starch and cane sugar. 
This food was injected into the stomach through a tube passed 
down the so that it did not come in contact with 
sugar was found amongst the con- 

none was contained in the food 


two materials, each 

an acid, were employed ; but starch is as readily thus trans- 
formed into giucose as cane sugar, and therefore may rea- 
sonably be as having constituted the source of certainly 
@ part of the glucose encountered. Doubtless, however, it is 
the pancreatic secretion which, in the natural course of events, 
forms the chief t intended for the digestion or transforma- 
tion of starch, the first the pancreatic juice, not only 
of the human species, but of animals in general, poss~sses, like 
human saliva, a highly transformative influence over starch ; 
next, the conditions in the duodenum are all in the highest de- 
gree favourable for transforthative action : the strong a 
the gastric juice has been more or less neu‘ralized by the 
linity of the bile, the food is delaye:i in contact with the secretion 





during its gradual transit along the intestinal canal, and the 
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temperature is all the while maintained at an equable and ele- 
vated degree. 

, whether ingested as such, or derived from the meta- 
morphosis of starch in the alimentary tract, passes by osmosis 
into the circulatory system, and is carried to the liver. It re- 
quires no special manifestation of vitality to bring about the 
passage of into the circulation, when present amongst 
the contents of the alimen canal, pp A = grape 
sugar enjoy in a high de, the property iffusibility, an 
thus, in dbedience to eden! laws, will reach the circulation 
from the stomach and intestine. It would seem from the ex- 
periments of Prof. Bernard that this is the only manner in which 
sugar enters the system. On giving horses a solution of sugar 
to drink, and destroying life from a quarter to half an hour 
afterwards, he found sugar in the portal blood, but never, he 
tells us, did he discover the least trace of saccharine matter in 
the contents of the lacteals collected between the intestines and 
mesenteric glands, The absorbent system would thus appear 
to have the power, not only of picking up certain materials 
(oleo-albuminous) from amongst the intestinal contents, but 
also of refusing entrance to others, although existing in a 
soluble state. Now, admitting such to be the case—and I see 
no reason to doubt it—there is, I think, to be discovered in this 
arrangement a provision wisely harmonizing with circumstances 
connected with the subsequent disposal of sugar in the 
In anticipation of what I shall shortly have to speak of, I may 
mention that the information in our possession goes to show 
that sugar must be conveyed to the liver in order to be of ser- 
vice to the system as an alimentary material. The introduction 
of sugar into the general circulation is followed by its elimina- 
tion from the body with the urine. If, then, ae of sugar 
took place through the lacteals, as the chyle flows into the 


general venous system without traversing the liver, there is 
reason to conclude that such sugar would nearly, if not entirely, 
all simply pass through the system, and escape with i 
useless material. 


the urine asa 








ON A CASE 


oF 
CANCEROUS TUMOUR IN THE LOWER 
PART OF THE COLON. 
WITH THE POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION. 


By CHARLES BELL, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., &. 


M-——, aged fifty-five, a tall, powerful-looking man, of a 
naturally robust constitution, who was in the habit of under- 
going great and often excessive muscular exertion, and even 
within a few weeks of his death walked occasionally five-and- 
twenty miles in a day, placed himself under my care in the 
month of March, 1863. He informed me that he had been re- 
cently suffering from obstinate constipation, to which he had 
been liable, with occasional attacks of tenesmus, for upwards of 
two years. Previous to that period his bowels had been per- 
fectly regular for thirty years, seldom requiring medicine. The 
last attack of constipation yielded to enemata and repeated 
doses of the compound decoction of aloes and the infusion of 
senna, to which he had always had recourse on similar occasions, 
He looked ill, his countenance having a haggard expression, 
and his cheeks, in place of their natural rosy complexion, had 
patches of a purplish colour. His eyes were dull and heavy. 
He had become much thinner, and he said he had lost upwerds 
of two stones in weight in the course of a few weeks, He had 
frequent nausea, which took away all inclination for food, and 
his tongue was coated with a thick, slimy, brown fur. He 
still felt as if his bowels were loaded, and he could not say that 
he had known for a length of time what it was to have a satis- 
factory evacuation of his bowels, as he always had the sensation 
pet f eapsccnee | more ease Se one oe ; _ his evacuations 

e a nee of havin through a nsrrow ’ 
which led him to fear that he had got stricture of iis reste, 
He had frequent irritation of the bladder, and a feeling of 
something always pressing on the fundus, and he could not 
stand for any en shed time without having an aching pain in 
the perineum, which compelled him to sit down. I ordered 
him some small powders of calomel and James’s powder, to be 
followed by rhubarb, potash, and aromatic powder, which 





acted freely on the bowels, bringing away a quantity ¢ pe. 
feculent matter, and giving him more comfort than he felt 
for a length of time, After this he went to visit some friends 
at a distance, in the hope that change would be useful to him ; 
but unfortunately he was induced to over-exert himself, and 
became much exhausted, and was soon after affected with vio- 
lent diarrhoea, his bowels being moved thirteen times in the 
course of the day. As soon as he was able to travel he returned 
home, more out of health than when he went away. 

Having heard of his condition, I called on him on the 6th of 
May, when he complained much of his abdomen, which induced 
me to examine it carefully while he was in the recumbent posi- 
tion, when I discovered a tumour, nearly the size of a cricket. 
ball, about three inches below the umbilicus, and a little to the 
left of the mesial line, It was hard, and could readily be dis- 
tinguished from the folds of the intestine by percussion, which 
required to be performed with great gentleness, from the ex- 
treme tenderness on pressure. 

On the 0 et eee my friend Dr. Wardell to see him, 
and he my opinion. It being questionable what 
was the nature of the tumour, there being a possibility that it 
might be a scybalous mass, we resolved to give him a large 
enema, with the view of removing it if it were merely a feculent 
accumulation. This iption was carried into effect on the 
9th, in presence of Dr. Wardell and Dr, Branson, who pre- 
viously satisfied himself of the existence of the tumour. Nearly 
ret pg of thin gruel were thrown up the bowel, but it pro- 
duced no diminution of the tumour, although it brought away a 
quantity of dissolved feculent matter, mixed with small scy- 
hime "and be euid he felt t pomang where be thanght 

im great pain, i it it passing w t 
the stricture was. The injecting was therefore stopped until 
the pain subsided, when a little more gruel was gently thrown 
up, but with the same effect as before. 

On the 10th, the patient’s father-in law, who was a retired 
medical itioner, came to see him, and being induced to 
believe, his experience of his constitution, that there was 
feculent accumulation, he gave him a dose of castor oil, fol- 
lowed by a stimulating enema, but with no advantage, as 
violent pain in the abdomen and vomiting came on, with slight 


tympanitis; pulse 96. 
i po increased, and he ejected 
ike coffee-grounds; violent retching 
continued; pulse 96. A large blister was applied to the abdo- 
he had a draught containing four minims of the 
diluted hydrocyanic acid, and was put on calomel-and-opium, 
ted every two hours; but the retching did not sub- 
taken some ice. Mr. Solly saw him, 
and when I made my afternoon visit he surprised me by saying 
he p to operate on my patient. I most decidedly 
objected to his doing so, and pointed out to him that there was 
no proof of stricture in the bowels, and that the symptoms 
were nothing more than could be accounted for by the pressure 
of the tumour and the peritonitis. He persisted in the pro- 
priety of operatin with the view of overruling m 
opinion and that of the patient’s father-in-law, he sent for Dr. 
ardell and Mr, Trastram, an old pupil of his own, and at 
the same time he sent to borrow an instroment, thus i 
his determination of carrying his own opinion into effect. Dr. 
Wardell soon came, and, without having heard my opinion, 
strongly opposed the operation. Fortunately no instrument 
could be got, and my patient was saved from instrumental in- 
terference for a short time longer. The calomel-and-opium to 
be continued every four hours. 
12th. —The inflammation subsiding, Mr. Trustram, who was 
unable to attend yesterday, saw him to-day, and he completely 
approved of the operation not having been The 
calomel-and opium to be given only every six 
13th.—The bowels were moved in the morning, and several 
scybalw, one of which was of the size of a small egg, came away. 
He had less pain, and his countenance was less anxious, but 
there was considerable tympanitis; pulse 72. 
15th.—Has been slowly improving since last Passed 
some more scybalous matter yesterday morning. Mr. Trustram 
visited him to-day in my absence, and introduced several 
bougies seven inches into the bowel; and when I saw him ip 
the evening there was great increase of pain, fever, and tym- 


itis. 
16th.—Much pain and panitis ; 
containing pa A we and py nee 
lowed by nausea and retching; 
sane sot to the calomel-and-opium again, which 
sickness. 
19th.—The pain has been diminishing since last report, and 
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he passed some more scybalous matter both yesterday and to- 
oy. after having an enema. 
ist.— Felt more comfortable and cheerful, although the 
tympanitis is very considerable. 
22nd.—Had two doses of the com decoction of aloes 
and infusion of senna, with two enemata, which were followed 
oy t increase of a and uneasiness from the feeling 
ion, for which he had a dose of musk, without relief ; 
but he derived + ee comfort from friction of the abdomen with 


—The aloetic draught and the enema were repeated 
this morning, without effect in moving the bowels, As great 
distress was felt from the tympanitic distension, friction with 
the camphorated oil was repeated, and a bandage was put 
round the abdomen, which ga 

25th.—The aloetic t 
brought away some scy yesterday morning. tympa- 
bitis so much increased this morning that he could not bear the 

. Took a pill containing two grains of calomel and four 
of aloes. He ex a wish to have some curried mutton, 
which he ate with great relish; and he up a quantity 
of flatus from his stomach afterwards, r. Solly saw him in 
the evening, along with Mr. Trustram, without my knowledge, 
and, I was informed, passed several bougies up the rectum to 
Mo0ch. There was little he early part of 

-- was little apparent change in the early part 
the day, but towards evening he became exceedingly weak and 
restless; pulse 120. When the matter on the larger bougie 
which was passed up the bowel last night was examined by 
the microscope, it was found to contain cancer cells. 

27th.—Passed a bad night. Dr. Robert Ferguson saw him 
in the afternoon, and fally corroborated the diagnosis which I 
had given, and recommended nothing but rest and nourishing 
diet, until there was some indication of returning tone to the 

With regard to the operation for artificial anus, he 
said it never was justifiable in this case, and that it never could 
so during the patient's life. 

29th.—Passed a good night after seeing Dr. Ferguson, and 
was much comforted by his visit, There has been little change 
in his symptoms except that the tympanitis has slightly dimin- 
i and his bowels were moved yesterday morning by an 
enema. Mr. William Fergusson saw him this , alon 
with Mr. Solly ; and after carefully examining him, Socnent 
with the diagnosis I had given, and disapproved of the opera- 
- stating it was =a for 1 aes most = 

@ malignant ressing 0 and contracti e 
calibre of, some Sof the bowel, i ceamqunes ae vey 
distended condition of the ileam, which rendered it liable to be 
injured ; and from the risk that the Foe would die during 
its He remarked that was a scybala in the 
rectum, and suggested the application of electricity, with the 
view of promoting tbe peristaltic motion of the bowels; and 
observed that afterwards it might be advisable to introduce a 
small elastic tube up the rectum, for the purpose of allowing 
the confined air to escape. 

30th. —The bowels moved in the morning by an enema, and 
thin feculent matter and a scybala as large as a walnut came 
away. I was therefore ised, on entering the patient's 
room, to find Mr, Trustram administering electricity to him. 
It seemed to have no other effect than to fatigue him, and his 
pulse was rapid and feeble. At four o'clock, four hours after 
the electricity had been applied, violent pain came on, bat it 
was subdued by opiates ; and he calmly died at eleven o'clock, 
being quite sensible to the last. 

Autopsy, sixteen hours after death.—Present: Drs. Wardell, 
Branson, and Bell; and Messrs. Hicks and Trustram. (Mr, 
Trustram ed the operation.) Body not much ema- 
ciated. Abdomen very much distended, the skin looking 
tense and shining; percussion at all parts of its surface elicit- 
ing a clear tympanitic note. On opening the abdomen at 
the mesial line, confined air instantly escaped from the cavity 
of the peritoneum with a loud whistling sound. The incision 
being continued towards the pubis, from a pint to a quart of 
yellowish turbid serum poured out, and was followed by semi- 
fluid feculent matter, at once denoting that perforation of the 
bowel had at some part taken place. The stomach was flaccid 
and empty, and thrust high up beneath the diaphragmatic arch 
and the = ribs. The ileam was exceedingly distended with 
air, so m so as to present a semi-transparent appearance. 
At various of its course were patches of arborescent in- 
jections, evincing the turgid condition of the mesenteric vessels; 
and at some segments a pinkish inflammatory blush was ob- 
served, The ing colon was ially adherent to the 
abdominal parietes by organized of lymph, which from 





their degree of tenacity were not referable to the recent attack 

of peritonitis. The colon throughout its course was filled with 

air. Its muscular coat was not b ied, nor its mucous 

coat atrophied. It contained some feculent matter of the con- 

sistence of thick gruel, but no scybale. At the descending por- 

tion, and a little above the sigmoid flexure, was the place of 

perforation, the hole being , round, and about the size 

of a pea. From it flowed a thin fecal fluid; and into the 

cavity of the peritoneum a considerable quantity of the same 

fluid had escaped. The sigmoid flexure, lying in situ, pre- 

sented at its anterior aspect a thinned, shining, bag-like ap- 

ce; it was quite empty ; and this pouch formation which 

it had assumed coincided with the circumscribed spot at the 

left hypogastrium which was so tender and painful to the 
tient when the peritonitis commenced. On passing the 
and downwards into the pelvic cavity, a 

about the size of the fist was distinctly f 

sigmoid flexure, and part of the descending 

moved, it was evident that the upper part or third 

rectum and the opening into the sigmoid flexure were 

of the morbid product, which was deposited i 

— infiltrated into the submucous areolar tissue, feeling 


artificial anus, which was p i 
of the case, and upon with total disregard to the symp- 
toms which were daily developing themselves, it would have 
been a source of never-ending regret; for even had it not 
proved fatal in its performance, which is most probable it 
would have done under the circumstances, it could not have 
ged life, which would have been rendered more miser- 
able so long as it lasted. This opinion is fully borne out by 
the post-mortem examination, which not only proved the cor- 
rectness of the diagnosis, but the utter hopelessness of all in- 
strumental interference. 








REPORT OF 


THREE CASES OF AMAUROSIS PRODUCED 
BY TOBACCO. 


By J..C. WORDSWORTH, Esq, F.R.CS, 


SURGEON TO THE ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 


Case 1.—W. A——, aged twenty-one, a clerk, residing at 
Liverpool, came to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital in. 
1861, on account of partial loss of sight in both eyes. He is 
a strong, healthy-looking, rather little man. Has always had 
excellent health, and never suffered from syphilis. His em- 
ployment is principally in the open air, as he is engaged in 
clearing vessels at the Custom House, &c. For some years he 
has smoked, having gradually increased from two or three pipes 
per day, until he has reached the enormous amount of a pound 
to a pound and a half of strong tobacco in the week ; and for 
some time has rarely been without his pipe half an hour in the 
day. Fora riod his sight has ually failed, till he 
a only see ryt for a chort han Chopaates sf one-thind 
of an inch. h he has had misgivings that his ailment 
proceeded from to -smoking, he has continued the habit 
to the present time, and is now daily becoming more blind. 

Both pupils are rather large, but the motions of the irides 
are active. By means of the ophthalmoscope, both optic nerves 

of brilliant white colour, their areas being cclungehs and 
ir outlines irregularly defined. 

Cass 2—J. M——, aged thirty-six, a railway servant, came 
to the Ophthalmic Hospital, on account of dimness of sight in 
both eyes, about June, 1862, He is a tall, muscular, rather 
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pale man, and says he has always had good health. He is 
employed as a signal-man, and has been accustomed to beguile 
his time by smoking all day | For an uncertain time he 
has noticed his sight to be failing, and attributed the 
defect to the use of tobacco, He has still continued to smoke 
to the present time, and his sight has now become so imperfect 
that he is unable to attend to his business. He has never had 
venereal disease of any kind, nor has he used his eyes much for 
close vision. 

The pupils are considerably dilated, and not much influenced 
by light. The fundus of each eye seems quite normal, with 
the e jon of the optic discs, which appear too large, and 
irregularly circular, the tissue being quite of tendinous white- 


ness, 

Casr 3.—G. A——., aged twenty-eight, a butcher, residing 
in Essex, applied at the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital, 
March 25th, 1563, on account of failing sight in both eyes. He 
is a stout, strong, middle-sized man, having every appearance 
of health, and says that he has had excellent health all his life. 
He began to smoke about eight or nine years ago, moderately, 
but, gradually increasing, has now for some time been in the 
habit of smoking half an ounce of strong tobacco every day, 
apparently without any ill effect. About nine months since 
his sight began to fail, and has continued to get 
worse to the t time. He has always been temperate as 


to the quantity of beer, &c., which he has taken, and has never 
drunk spirit habitually. 
children, 


Has 
much 


He is a married man, and has three 
never suffered from syphilis, nor has 
at any trying occupation. With the 

ing rather large, and the motions of 
no exterval appearance of any ailment 
ean only see to read No. 15 test-type (canon) 
and with the right No. 16 (two-line great 
word ; and distant objects are equally in- 


healthy 


= 


The oph' demonstrates an atrophic condition of 
both optic nerves, the inner (apparent) half of each, seen in the 
reversed image, being quite white and non-vascular ; the outer 

ing redder, and more vascular than normal. 

Within the last three years I have seen a considerable num- 
ber of cases of amaurosis, apparently produced by the influence 
of tobacco. I admit (I need scarcely say) how difficult it is to 
reduce the etiology of this obscure affection to a demonstration. 
For, in the first place, amaurosis is attributed to a vast variety 
of causes, many of which are always more or less in operation ; 
then, again, the disease is dependent on a similar variety of 
pathological conditions ; and lastly, our knowledge of the phy- 
siology as well as of the pathology of the retina and brain is so 
limited that we can ill appreciate or define the influence of 
physiological agents on their structures and functions. 

No one can doubt that tobacco possesses properties that are 
capable of producing t effects on the nervous system at 
large, nor that the habitual use of it has much influence, of an 
indirect nature, on the vital reactions. Our only wonder is 
that the almost universal employment of this powerful agent 
does not leave vestiges of its influence that are better known 
and recognised as signs of disease. This may be accounted for | 
to some extent by the rapid cadaveric changes that occur in | 
the nervous elements, thus obscuring or effacing diseased states 
before we have the opportunity of recognising them. 

All the classic writers attribute its full share of causation to 
tobacco as a source of amaurosis ; yet I have not met many 
that are willing. individually, to allow that they have traced 
its influence. But it has often happened that the causes of 
disease are long unrecognised by many, after as full a proof has 
been made of their reality as possible. For instance, it is re- 
corded of one of the causes of iritis (that everyone now allows) 
that for many years it was not admitted by men of vast expe- 
rience that any closer relation than that of coincidence existed 
between it and syphilis; yet so great has been the revulsion of 
opinion that some eminent men now seem to think it never 
oceurs except in connexion with that contamination. 

I have selected the cases above sketched to illustrate this 
subject, because they seem to be as free from the unavoidable 
fallacies that encircle this subject as possible. Many have 
come under my notice in which I could not find any other 
cause to account for the conditions ; but few so typical of the 
atrophy of the optic nerve, or so advanced. It is obviously 
desirable to cite well-marke/’ cases. Many of those observed 
gradually merged into less definite conditions, and were only 
corroborative, rather than conclusive. Again, many were so 
fettered with other complications that I consider them inap 





posite for my present purpose. All the cases that have come 
under my observation have (as might probably be expected) 


been in males, It will be noticed that only one 
aad — seen in these three cases—namely, that of 

ry optic nerves. Iam not prepared to assert that 
tobacco produces blindness in this oa only ; bat in all 
cases | have recognised this condition in a great or 


may anticipate that I shall be asked, How can it be that 
of the hundreds of thousands of smokers, only so small a pro- 
portion are affected by amaurosis? | sheuld reply, first, that 
few probably smoke to such excess the strongest 3 in 
the second place, we are not yet in a position to nise 
smaller degrees of tobacco-disease ; and thirdly, as De. Mao- 
kenzie has aptly observed, only one of five hundred shall be- 
come amaurotic, in whom a stronger predisposition to the 
disease had existed. 

Secondary syphilis affects the retina, and leads to amaurosis ; 
bat of the thousands affected how few become blind ! 

Then it has been suggested that I onzht to show that amau- 
rosis is most common where smoking is most general. To this 
I reply, it is impossible so to estimate and proportion the other 

nised causes of amaurosis so as to enable us to 

them with the effects of tobacco, and thence deduce any relation. 
But so far as probability warrants, | think there may be some 
conclusion to this purpose deduced from the greater freq 
of atropby of the optic nerves in men than in women, (of 
I suspect there is little doubt,) though the other causes of 
amaurosis are more likely to affect the latter—for instance, 
"Da. Macken, tn hie gust talmology 

tr. Mackenzie, in hi work on , @x- 
presses his belief that tobacco is mere Man of amaurosis, 
and adds that ‘‘ one of the best proofs of tobacco being a cause 
of amaurosis is in the great improvement ia vision—sometimes 
complete restoration—which ensues on giving up the use of this 
poison,” and cites a very striking case in illustration. With 
him I agree also in the conviction that tobacco is a common 
cause of the cases of partial loss of sight that are daily to be 
found at our hospitals. 

Queen Anne-street, July, 1863. 
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Nulla autem est alia procerto noscendi via, nisi quaamplarimas et morborum, 
et dissectionum historias, tum alioram, tum proprias collectas habere, et inter 
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GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


ENLARGED MIDDLE LOBE OF PROSTATE, WITH DISEASE OF 
THE KIDNEYS ; THE RIGHT URETER DILATED TO THE 
SIZE OF THE SMALL INTESTINE, 


(Under the care of Mr. Hittow.) 


Tue three following cases are examples in which the prostate 
was more or less involved. In the third case an abscess occu- 
pied an hypertrophied prostate ; whilst in the second case an 
abscess lay between the gland and the bowel, the bladder being 
sacculated. Im the case under Mr. Hilton’s care the middle 
lobe was greatly hypertrophied, and projected into the bladder. 
This explains the consequent disease of the kidneys and enlarge- 
ment of the ureters, especially the right, which had attained 
to the size of the small intestine. 

The parts of the prostate chiefly affected by h are 
ably deocaibed in Mr. Henry ees oan Lay. So 
of this gland. He found both lateral lobes and the median 
portion pretty equally enlarge! in 74 out of 123 —— 
which he examined ; whilst in 19 others, although gland 
generally was enlarged, the median part was enlarged to a 
greater i The latter is therefore the less common, 
more interesting, and offers a greater obstruction to the flow of 
urine, the consequences of which are well shown in the follow- 
ing briefly narrated case :— 
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Thomas G-—, aged sixty, was admitted on the ]4th of 


March, 1863, into Luke ward, under Mr. Hilton, with urinary | The 


Soon after 


due to enlargement of the 
had become 


sank into a typhoid state, as if the ki 
volved, and died on the 13th of April. 
Autopsy, twenty hours after death.—The body was 

The ureters and pelves of kidneys were dilated. 

the right side the pelvis was as large as , and 
ureter as capacious as the small intestine. 

milky fluid poured out, bat the mucous was 
much altered in character. Both kidneys were wasted, 
the section showed numerous white lines, as if an inflammatory 
product were thrown out in their tissue. Their capsules were 
tirmly adherent to the tissues around, so that they could not 
be extracted with the themselves, They were also 


organs 
a on the surface, and the cortex was wasted. Bladder 
much hypertrophied; the muscular bands of great size and very 
prominent. The middle lobe of the prostate was e 
to the size of a chesnut, and projected into the interior of the 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
STRICTURE OF URETHRA ; ABSCESS BEHIND PROSTATE ; 
SACCULATED BLADDER. 
(Under the care of Mr. Prescorr Hewett.) 
James P——, aged fifty-six, admitted April 23rd, 1862, with 
the history of stricture of many years’ standing. The urine 


was passed in a very small stream—in fact, sometimes dribbling | suff 





MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


ABSTRACT OF NOTES OF FIFTY CASES OF CANCER OF 
THE BREAST (OUT-PATIENTS). 
(Under the care of Mr. T. W. Nuwx.) 
(Concluded from page 39.) 
Grovr VL 
CASES OF TWO YEARS’ DURATION. 

Case 33.—Caroline P——,, aged forty-five. Dec. 3rd, 1860 : 
The nipple of the left breast has disappeared by ulceration. 
The whole gland is more or less solidified, but especially at its 
inner and lower portion. The disease has existed two years ; 
there is axillary enlargement and swelling of the arm; the 
suffering is intense. 

Jan. 7th, 1861.—The lower deposit has ulcerated ; pains ex- 
tend over all the limbs. a 
April 19th, 1861.—Since last report the patient has been 

ering almost without intermission. The entire gland is 
hardened, and is superficially ulcerated at many points. The 





away. It was very thick, alkaline, containing a large t 
of ropy mucus, and presenting under the microscope an im- 
mense quantity of triple phosphates. Attempts were made to 
pass an instr t, but without avail, as the urethra was in an 
exceedingly irritable condition, and bled much every time a 
catheter was psssed. About a week before his death he was 
seized with a severe attack of rigors, followed by pain and 
swelling in the perineum ; he had almost total suppression of 
urine, and became rapidly jaundiced. Large amounts of stimu- 
lants were given him, but without avail ; the rigors continued 
unabated, and he died from exhaustion on the Ist of July. 
Pn thirty four hours after death,—There was a con- 
i wound in the serotam, which, however, did eo 
of soft 





into the urethra. The aorta was dilated just above the 
valves ; about the first part of the arch was a quantity 
atheroma between the inner and middle coats of the vessel, 
The liver contained a few patches of fatty degeneration. The 
i i and softened at many points ; 
through its structure were minute abscesses: these were about 
as large as peas. The left kidney was atrophied, and the pelvis 
dilated ; it contained no abscesses. Both ureters were pervious, 
and slightly injected ; the right more so than the left, — 4 
circumscribed abscess lay between the prostate and the ; 
ee The bladder was 
dilated and hypertrophied. walls were excavated 
aoa: dames Roan 
mucous membrane, which had been projected between the 
fasciculi. The orifices of the were so minute as to be 
imperceptible. The urethra was slightly narrowed for 
a short distance, commencing two inches in front of the bulb, 
The mucous membrane was here thick and rough; there was a 
e to the left of the soalinn tien bedi 
part, where also was considerable irregularity. 


ABSCESS IN AN ENLARGED PROSTATE AND IN BOTH KIDNEYS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Pottock.) 

The notes of the following case are condensed from the report 
of Mr. Woodhouse Braine. 

Charles B——, fifty-four, admitted February 4th, 1563. 
seeinreniatep te ived that his stream of urine 
began to get smaller, and for the last few months he has had 
incontinence of urine, accompanied with ing pain in the 

i the bladder. A catheter was he had, as 
mptied his bladder, and about half a pint of urine 
wing prostate. A few days 
mission he had increase of lumbar pains, with rigors, 

became dry and brown, At this time be mani- 
Grek, tabeoing tay me tonionen Uae 
owing day the drowsiness increased, 
ing became stertorous, with subsultus, and he died on 
February, at ten P.M. 
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patient died shortly after this date, 
Cass 34.—Hannah P——, from Gloucestershire, aged forty- 
eight. Jan. 3rd, 1861: Has two round, tense, red, shining, 
berant tumours between the ripple and lower border of 
the right breast, the centres of which excavated ulcera- 
— She first noticed » lump, the size of a bean, two 
anda 


cession was gradual. 

Sept. 2st. Reported to have returned to the country, and 
to have increased much im size, while the breast has been getting 
worse and worse. 

The patient’s family history is somewhat interesting. The 
father was living, aged seventy-four; mother died of ‘‘dropsy,” 

sixty; maternal aunt died of cancer of the breast; father’s 
aunt died of the same affection ; first cousin died of cancer of 
the womb, and a sister died of ovarian dropsy. 

Case 35.—Eliz. H——., aged fifty-nine, from Wiltshire. 
June 10th, 1861: Has a smal] tumour above the nipple in the 
left breast, which has existed during eighteen months. No 
further report. 

Case 36.—Eliz. H——., aged fifty-five. June 12th, 1862: 
Has a contracting scirrhous mass, the size of a smal! orange, 
below and to the outer side of the nipple of right breast, which 
was discovered one year since. The nipple is so retracted as to 
be hidden. She suffers much from pain; is liable to i 
in the leit ankle. The arm does not swell. 

Dec. Ist.—The axilla examined carefully to-day. There is 
no enlargement. 

April, 1863.--Patient cheerful. The disease has made but 
little progress. 

May 28th, 1863.—About the same. 

Case 37. nage | H , aged forty-two, June 12th, 1862: 
Has a tumour of the right breast, with enlargement of the 
axillary glands. Disease commenced one year since, She i 
and has been under the care of Dr. Chorley at the St. Maryle- 
bone Dispensary for the complaint, She suffers much pain in 
the breast. 

July 27th.—Breast has been very painful, but has not in- 
creased in size. 

Oct. 23rd.—Has been in the country for some weeks ; breast 
about the same. 

Feb. 5th, 1863.—Several pea-like nodules have made their 

around the tumour. 
—Disease spreading. 

26th. — Nodules inflamed. 

April 4th.—Numerous nodules have invaded the breast of 
the opposite side within the last fortnight. 
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Case 38.—Mary S—, fifty-one. August 14th, 1862: 
Has a i countenanes and in the ae breast, on its 
axillary aspect, there is a excavation, discharging an 
offensive ichor, which has existed during eight months. ie is 
two years since the tumour was discovered. The edges of the 
chasm are fungating, spongy, and ready to bleed. axilla 
is painful, but there are no glands in that part. 
16th. —The sore bleeds much, and the discharge is very 

offensive. Advised to enter the hospital. d 

March 5th, 1863.—The patient remained some time in the 
hospital, but discharged herself. The fungations are abundant, 
but she looks better than at her first visit. 

April 28th.—Patient reported as confined to bed ; frequently 
loses blood from the wound. 


Casr 39.—Fanny B——,, aged forty-nine. Oct. 2nd, 1862: 
The left (?) breast is large, uniformly indurated, but with some 
tubercles upon it, shining and painful. Two years since she 
discovered a tumour the size of a nut. The great increase has 
taken place during the past six months. 

The patient was visited at her own home in January, 1563, 
and was found to be in a helpless condition, She died soon 
after (acute cancer)—Feb. 21st, 1863. 


Case 40. — Diana C——, aged seventy-two. Nov. 17th, 
1862: She has numerous indurated patches, apparently in- 
volving the skin only, of the right breast. These have been 
in existence during two years, There is no swelling of the arm. 

March 16th, 1563.—Several of the indurations are super- 
ficially ulcerating. The patient has suffered much from diar- 
rheea lately. 

April.—-Local condition about the same. 


servation. ) 
Grovr VIL. 
CASES OF LESS THAN TWO YEARS’ DURATION. 


Case 41.—Harriet B——, aged fifty-two. March 9th, 1863: 
Twenty-one months since she received a blow on the left breast ; 
there was in consequence considerable swelling, which after a 
short time almost.subsided. Lately, however, it has again in- 
creased, She has been living worse and working harder, and 
now there is a hard, irregular nodule at the upper part of the 
gland. There is some infiltration into the adjacent tissue; but 
the tumour is movable, and the skin over it is firm, thin, and 
vein-marked. 

Case 42,—Sarah S , aged thirty-seven. April 24th, 
1862: Has a hard, knotty tumour in the upper part of the left 
breast, with extensive axillary enlargement ; found the first 
of the tumour as a small nut, and the axillary enlargement 
only eleven months since. Her general health is pretty good. 
She has a brother who has been bed-ridden for fourteen years 
with chronic rheumatism, and to him the patient has devoted 
herself. (No later report.) 

Cass 43.—Henrietta M——, aged seventy-eight, from Maid- 
stone. Dec. Sth, 1862: Has two semispherical tumours to 
the axillary border of the right (?) breast, hard and shining, 
accidentally discovered fifteen months since; never painful. 
The arm does not swell. Has no symptoms to complain of. 

Jan. 12th, 1863.—No change either in the tumours or in the 


(Still under ob- 


general health. To return to the country. 
The sister of the patient has a fatty tumour of two years’ 
standing at the edge of the axilla of the right side. 


Case 44.— E. M-——, aged seventy-eight. March 26th, 
1863: Twelve months since she discovered a tumour the size 
of a pea in the left breast ; it is now as big as a walnut. She 
has had ten children ; but never suckled with this breast in 
consequence of the smallness of the nipple. There is slight 
axillary enlargement. 

April.—Nothing to report. (Still under observation. ) 

Case 45.—Ann B——, aged sixty-one. May 29th, 1862: 
Last January the nipple began to sink into the breast (left 
side). There is no pain, no axil enlargement or other 
symptom than the retraction of the nipple, with central indu- 
ration, indistinct from the abundance tty integument. 

June 12th.—No change. 

July 10th.—The breast rather softer. 

Case 45.—Mary Ann S——-, aged sixty-eight. Oct. 23rd, 
1862: There is a minutely nodulated 4 in the left breast 
above the ni, between it and the upper border of the gland. 
There is axillary enlargement. The tumour is not painful ex- 
cepting at change of the weather. It was first noticed by the 
patient six months since, from pain occurring in it after the 
patient had suffered from a severe attack of diarrhea, 

No further report. 








Case 47,—Sarah S——, thirty. June, 1860: There is 
a tumour the size of a orange between the nipple and 
outer border of the right breast; it is nodulated, hard, and 
womeer has existed during nine months. The patient was 
elivered of a child three months since. 

No further report. 


Case 48.—Mary E. R——, aged seventy-three. Brought 
under Mr. Nunn’s notice by Dr. Ayling, of Great Portland- 
street, April 2nd, 1863: swelling of the right arm, with 
considerable cedema ; this has existed since last August. There 
is an indurated furrow below the right breast, close to which 
are several melanotic warts; a great abundance of brownish, 
flat warts cover the skin in the neighbourhood, and there is a 
hard, circular, smooth wart on the right side of the forehead, 
The patient’s attention had never been drawn to the condition 
= the breast as above described. She had complained only of 

er arm, 


Case 49.—Mary W——, aged fifty-two. June 15th, 1860: 
Has two more or less semiglobular protuberances between the 
nipple and lower border of the right breast. Suffers consider- 
able pain. There is a small encysted tumour over the sternum. 
oer ~ _ subsequently admitted into the cancer wards. Died 
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Case 50.—Johanna C——, aged fifty-four. October 24th, 
1861: Has a nodulated contracting cancer of the right breast. 
The arm does not swell ; there is but little pain. The patient 
is a short, healthy-looking woman, entirely without any indi- 
cation, as regards her countenance, of being the subject of a 
fatal disease. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


UNUSUAL SITUATIONS OCCUPIED BY TWO TUMOURS 
SUBMITTED TO ABLATION. 


(Under the care of Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Pacer.) 


Ay elderly woman, of regular habits and good genéral health, 
was admitted with a lobulated growth the size of the fist, in- 
volving the left nympha and glans of the clitoris, of many 
years’ duration. By its pendulous position it blocked up 
the entrance into the vagina. Under chloroform it was re- 
moved by Mr. Lawrence with the écraseur on the 18th instant, 
and was found to be an hypertrophy of the sabcutaneous areolar 
tissue as seen in elephantiasis ‘of the scrotum and other parts. 
No hemorrhage followed the operation, and the removal of the 
tumour was complete and satisfactory. 

A female child, four years of age, was brought into —— 
rating theatre on the same occasion, the subject of a ci 
tumeur, the size of an orange, springing from the anterior part 
of the sole of the left foot. Its dark colour and general — 
ance gave it a resemblance to fungus hematodes. Mr. Paget 
remarked that it had been twice before removed, and had first 
appeared when the child was four months old. Its recurrence 
argued in favour of malignancy, but on removal (under chloro- 
form) by Mr. Paget, it was found to consist chiefly of small cysts 
filled with serous fluid and blood, and a small solid portion as 
large as a walnut, which he could not undertake to say was or 
was not malignant. The tumour sprang apparently from the 
deep plantar fascia, and did not involve any of the structures 
near the tarsal bones. 





HOSPITAL FOR THE EPILEPTIC AND 
PARALYSED. 


CASE OF SYPHILITIC PARALYSIS ; SPECIFIC TREATMENT ; 
RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Dr. Hucuiives Jackson.) 

Geo, C——, aged twenty-two, was admitted August 25th, 
1862. For the previous twelve months he had been an officer's 
servant on board a man-of-war. In February he had a chancre, 
and was on the sick list for three months, although he still con- 
tinued to do the work. In June he was sent on shore for 
syphilitic rheumatism and for sores on his legs. 

When Dr. Jackson saw him, there were patches of well- 
marked syphilitic eruption on the legs, arms, and trunk ; some 
of them were gyrate. His amy build was good, and he had 
had good health until the cre appeared. When admitted, 


his health, except for the paralysis, was good in every 
He could not close the hands; in fact, he Mea ee aes 
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could not feel when 
severely pinched, The fingers were and glazy-looking. 
The hands were equally affected in the extent and degree 
of the paralysis, As there were no other symptoms of disease 
of the nervous system, and as he was young, 
time a syphilitic rash, large doses of the iodi 
(ten grains) and a small quantity of the protoiodide 
(one-eighth joan were given three times a day. He too 
this until Sep 15th, when his gums were slightly affected. 
The mercury was therefore omitted, and the dose of the iodide 
of potassium was increased to fifteen grains, 
Oct. 13th there was no perceptible alteration, but the 
paormea s amee He was aoe Yom tenpae't yo 9 
i ummer’s pill every night and morning, and still to 
take the iodide and also ten grains of the bromide of potassium 
three times a day. 

He now improved slowly. On Dec. 15th he could grasp a 
little, and on Jan. 15th with some firmness; and when last 
seen, a few weeks ago, he could use the hands for most purposes 
well, but not for anything requiring delicate manipulation. He 
could write, but he held the pen clumsily. There was a little 
wasting of the muscles of the thumb, and for this galvanism 
had been used, but only for the last few weeks. The great im- 
provement was before the application of galvanism. 

The treatment in this case was rather complicated, so that 
it would be difficult to assign its share to each of the 
drugs used. The bromide was given in the hope that it might 
possess anti-syphilitic properties in some degree like, and pos- 
sibly superior to, those of the iodide. Dr. Brown-Séquard, 
however, states that it has been extensively tried in syphilis, 
and that it has no inflaence on it whatever. 


Dedieos and Aatices of Books. 
BOOKS FOR THE SEASON. 

A Guide to the Western Alps. By Joun Bau, M.K.LA,, 
F.LS., &c. pp. 377. ‘ 

Home Walks Holiday Rambles. By the Rev. C. A. 
Jouns, M,A., F.L.S., &. pp. 273. Longman. 

Where shall we go?—a Guide to the Watering-places of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. pp. 279. Edinburgh: 
A. and C. Black. 

Chambers’s Handy Guide to Paris, pp. 181. W. and R. 
Chambers. 

Now that the season for travelling has fairly set in, there is 
the usual issue of guide-books and others to facilitate and to 
make pleasant the ways of the tourist. Amongst those which 
have just been offered to the public those at the head of this 
notice have been forwarded to us for review. Though differing 
in many particulars in their scope and aim, they have, at all 
events, something in common. Mr. Ball’s book on the Alps 








is, we believe, the first attempt made by any writer to give | 


to the world a systematic guide-book of this interesting region. 
The members of the Alpine Club have made several most 
important contributions to this department of research. Mr. 
Ball has attempted, and we think successfully, to furnish the 
tourist of the Western Alps with a reliable and most valuable 
vade-mecum. To say that it is complete in al) particulars 
would go beyond even what the author either expected or 
intended ; but it contains a mass of information which must be 
found of great service to all travellers in this until lately 
almost unknown regioa. It affords copious instruction as to 
passports, money, custom-house regulations, and electric tele- 
graph and post offices. It indicates the routes for approaching 
the Alps ; gives the plan of the tour ; and furnishes information 
as to modes of travelling, guides, porters, and inns. In ad- 
dition to these, it contains general advice to Alpine travellers ; 
and also chapters on mountaineering, climate and vegetation of 
the Alps, chilet life, Alpine zoology, meteorology and hyp- 
sometry, instraments used by travellers, the snow regions, 
glaciers, avalanches, and geology. It contains, in addition, a 





ist of all the authorities to be consulted on the geology of the 
Alps, as well as of works and maps relating to them. On all 
these subjects there is copious and lucid information. The 
work is illustrated by several admirably executed maps. Mr. 
Ball has succeeded in supplying the Alpine traveller with a 
valuable pocket companion—one that will contribute greatly to 
his assistance, instruction, and amusement. 

Though we have placed the Rev. Mr. Johns’ volume under 
the head of ‘‘ Books for the Season,” it is in reality a book for all 
seasons ; but inasmuch as it is well fitted to be the companion 
of that numerous class who spend their holidays amongst the 
woods and fields of their own country, we notice it here. It isa 
work that makes no pretensions to originality on the score of 
wonder or of adventure: but it contains a mass of the most 
interesting and useful information on many subjects connected 
with natural history which are likely to interest the lover of 
nature. Combining amusement with instruction, and avoiding 
those technicalities which occasionally deter the sojourner in 
the country from perusing such works, it offers him a text-book 
as it were, for all that he can require to enjoy in country life. 
Without the elaboration which characterizes White’s celebrated 
work on the “ Natural History of Selborne,” it forcibly re- 
minds us, in many particulars, of that unique and fascinating 
volume. In these times of ‘‘ sensation” stories, and of works 
that appeal to the imagination and the feelings, Mr. Johns’ 
** Home Walks and Holiday Rambles” is a welcome addition to 
our current literature. It has all the interest of a novel, and 
is as instructive as a small cyclopedia of natural history. It 
stimulates the reader to that actual observation for himself 
which constitutes the foundation of all true knowledge. We 
shall be rejoiced to see the example which Mr. Johns has set 
followed out. A healthy tone of mind is essential to a sound 
condition of body. Whilst violent emotions and the undue 
exercise of the imagination tend to disturb the proper balance 
of the mental faculties, books like that under notice promote a 
healthy vigour which is so essential at the present time to 
counteract the morbid influence which is exerted by too many 
| of the popular works of the day. We cordially commend Mr. 
| Johns’ volume to the notice of “ parents and guardians,” 
| ** Where shall we go?” is a question that it may reasonably 
| be expected will be asked by many a paterfamilias of those 
| immediately interested at this particular period. The family 
circle, before they answer this question in the family parlia- 
ment, may, and no doubt will, receive all the assistance they 
require by carefully referring to the very able work issued by 
the Messrs. Black. Whether their destination for the holidays 
in England, Wales, Scotland, or Ireland be of the greatest ad- 
vantage to them, a reference to the unpretending little volume 
which bears the significant title of ‘‘ Where shall we go?” wil! 
satisfactorily answer. 

Messrs, Chambers have issued, in a cheap form, a Guide to 
Paris, which for completeness and interest has no rival. For 
the small price of a shilling they have produced a volume not 
only containing a great mass of useful information, but well 
illustrated by maps and woodcuts, which must astonish the 
most ardent admirers of cheap literature. 


| 





Anatomical and Physiological Observations, Part iL By Joun 
Srruruers, M.D, Univ, Edin., F.R.C.S., &. Mac 
and Co, 

Tuts second part of Dr, Struthers’ Observations contains 
six papers, some of which have already appeared in these 
columns. The first essay is “‘On Resuscitation by Jugular 
Venesection, Anatomically and Experimentally considered, in- 
cluding the Demonstration of the Presence of Valves in the 
Veins of the Neck.” In this the author shows that the right 
auricle may be relieved, when over-distended, by jugular vene- 
section; and that not only the auricle, but the right ventricle 
also, owing to the safety-valve action of the tricuspid valve, 
may thus be disgorged in cases of asphyxia, Of course, in 
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operating with this object in view, no obstruction must be 
offered to the flow of blood by the thumb of the operator, as is 
usually done; and the author maintains that there is no danger 
of the entry of air so long as the blood flows and no efforts are 
made at artificial respiration. The right side of the heart 
having thus been relieved and the aperture carefully closed, 
Dr. Struthers believes that artificial respiration may be much 
more hopefully resorted to than under ordinary circumstances. 
The ‘‘ Demonstration on the Use of the Round Ligament of | 
the Hip-joint” has already appeared, in its entirety, in Tuk | 
Lancer, and need not, therefore, be further discussed. 

An interesting ‘‘ Description of a case of Double Uterus’’ 
and an essay ‘‘On the Solid-hoofed Pig,” are followed by a 
laborious dissertation on the ‘‘ Relative Weight of the Viscera 
on the two Sides of the Body,” in which the author has entered 
upon an elaborate series of experiments proving that the centre 
of gravity is to the right side. The concluding essay of the 
velume ‘‘On Variation in the Number of Fingers and Toes, 
and in the Number of Phalanges in Man,” is an admirable and 
philosophical account of several remarkable cases of abnormal 
hands and feet which have come under the author’s notice, and 
the principal features of which he has recorded in a litho- 
graphic plate. The hereditary transmission of the peculiarity is 
clearly made out in many of the cases. The volume is alto- 
gether one of considerable interest, and does great credit to the 
author as one of the foremost amongst philosophical anatomists. 


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF 











Parturition without Pain or Loss of Consciousness. 
Town.ey, M.R.C.P. Ed., F.R.C.S.E., &c. 
London: J, W. Davies. 

Tue opponents of Dr. Townley’s plan of relieving the pains 
of parturition cannot justly accuse him of any attempt to with- 
hold his “‘ discovery’ from the members of his profession. He 
fally and fairly enunciated his practice in the pages of this 
journal, Malice itself ought to have been disarmed by the 
openness and candour of his conduct, It is not so, however, 
and he has been subjected to what we conceive unmerited and 
unjustifiable abuse. He has placed his theory and practice 
honestly before his brethren. His principles have not been 
controverted, his practice has not been assailed, but his motives 
have been impugned. Criticism fails to obtain influence when 
it ignores facts and relies upon inuendoes and groundless asser- 
tions. Dr. Townley’s little brochure has deservedly reached 
its third edition. 


By JAmes 
Third Edition. 


Christian Morals. By Sir Tuomas Browne, Knt., M.D. 

pp. 143. Rivingtone. 

Ir has been too much the fashion among superficial observers 
to identify the members of our profession with atheistic and 
latitudinarian ideas with regard to Christianity. It is impos- 
sible to conceive a grosser libel on the practitioners of medicine. 
If we were at a loss for an answer to such cavillers, we might 
refer triumphantly to the volume before us, and we would 
clinch the argument by a reference to Sir Thomas Browne’s 
admirable work, ‘‘ Religio Medici.” But it must not be for- 
gotten that, while we claim the right of our brethren to be 
regarded as foremost among defenders of the faith, and while 
Sir Thomas Browne stands conspicuous in the ravk of its cham- 
pions, we number among our associates some of the greatest 
metapbysicians, some of the most eminent natural theologians, 
and some of the most practical Christians that have adorned 
the field of religious literature. We repudiate that wretched 
doctrine which would exclude scientific inquiry from the elaci- 
dation of religious facts. If the depository of Christian know- 
ledge and of Christian morals was confided mainly to the 
fathers of the Church, the fathers of Medicine claim no un- 
impertant position in their maintenance of the truth. Sir 
‘Thomas Browne was a sagacious physician, a learned and truly , 
great man. He was fully alive to the importance of the calling 
ewith which he was more intimately identified ; but he joined 
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with it a higher duty. Medicine im his view was inseparable 
from the highest duties of a Christian; it was a work of 
charity—that charity which “covers a multitude of sims”. 
unostentatious, bat practical. 


Every Man's own Lawyer: a Handy Book of the Principles of 
Law and Equity, By a Barrister, pp. 336. Lockwood 
and Co. 

WE are as far from assenting to the doctrine that every man 
should be his own lawyer, as from that which teaches that every 





| man should be his own physician. There are so many excep- 


tions to either rule that it would be simply absurd to attempt 
to enforce it. But general principles in regard to both law and 
physic may be enunciated with advantage to society. “ Every 
Man’s own Lawyer” is a favourable specimen of an attempt to 
popularize the general principles of law. It is certainly worth 
the six and eightpence at which it is published. 





CHOLERA IN INDIA. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Sir,— With reference to my letter which i 
Lancet of the 11th inst., p. 52, 1 beg leave to say that I have 
pessioed De-cemnane communication add 
Guards by Dr. Gibson, Director-General Army Medical 
ment, stating that as he has not been made acquainted i 
with the report on the outbreak of cholera in India in 1561, he 
requests that I should be called on to say /rom whom I 
received that report. 

The questions at issue are these: Has the Army Medical 
Department ever studied cholera scientifically? Are they 
acquainted with the ee of cholera, and with its rational 
medical treatment? Not what the report-——which is an hygienic, 
not a pathological, report—says, 

However, I have informed the Horse Guards that the copy 
of the above report is at the India-office ; and that I have re- 
quested Dr. Bird, who has a copy, to allow Dr. Gibson to see 
it. But in justice to myself I have pvinted out that Dr. Gibson 
has the proofs in his office that what I have stated is correct, 
without requiring to refer to the above report. 

I have informed the Horse Guards, that Dr. Gibson allowed 
me to see the Army Medical Keports which are filed at his 
office for the inspection of the medical profession ; that I saw 
by the inspection of these reports what I have stated—that 
the Army Medical Department have never studied cholera sci- 
entifically, &c.; that 1 have again and again, by private inter- 
view and by official correspondence, called Dr. Gibson's atten- 
ss the above facts, but a * a seis oe 

I have again repeated my offer to the Horse 
before any commission acquainted with medical science and de- 
monstrate to them that [ am right to press for inquiry, and 
that Dr. Gibson is wrong to oppose inquiry. In 1509, when 
the army hospitals had become pest- and slaughter-houses, in- 
quiry was pressed for, but resisted by the authorities till the 
House of Commons interfered; and it is on record at the War 
Office, that the then Army Medical Board admitted that they 
were unacquainted with medical science. No doubt times and 
men have ged, and that there is more professional know- 
ledge at present at the Army Medical Department than there 
was then, 

But still the question at issue remains —— Has the Army 
Medical Department ever attempted to study cholera scien- 
tifically ? ith submission they will permit me pte that 
not only have they not studied this disease scientifically, but 
they have not the medical knowledge to appreciate and to 
fit by the pathological researches relative to this disease 
have been ‘ore them ; they have blindly accepted the 
errors put forward by Messrs. James Jameson and Wm. Soot; 
they blindly follow these errors and injure their patients, if 
they do not assist the disease to destroy them, 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
D. Mactovcnum, M.D., 
Member of the Legion of Honour. 
Bruton-street, Berkeley-square, July, 1863. 


Dr. Livinestowe.— Advices have been received from 
this enterprizing traveller. Fever and sickness have prevailed 
to a considerable extent among his crew, but no fatal cases 


have occurred. 
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HYDROPATHY AND HYPOCHONDRIASIS. 


THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, JULY 25, 1863. 


Amoncst the wants of the country are hydropatbic insti- 
tations, comprising every variety of bath, conducted by men 
of sound judgment and acting upon sensible and scientific prin- 
ciples. The rarity of such establishments in this age of de- 
vice and accommodation is remarkable. Every intelligent 
practitioner must, in the course of his practice, often feel con- 
scious of this want, and at a loss what to do with an over- 
worked or ill-used constitution to which rest, a regulated diet, 
fine scenery, good society, the judicious use of cold water, and 
a sensible physician would be invaluable. Orthodox medicine 
is not without blame in this matter. Sometimes amused by 
and sometimes disgusted at the nonsense that has come from 
the prophets of the water school, it has well nigh given over 
water, and all the modes of using it, into the hands of fanciful | 
or irregular men, and given up in despair the attempt to dis- | 
sociate it from homeopathy, mesmerism, and the other quack- 
eries of the day. It had been better if orthodox medicine had 
distinguished between water and its fancifal patrons, and pro- 
vided for its patients institutions in which they might receive | 
whatever benefit can be had in a well-placed establishment, 
without the evil which often, in our experience, follows a re- 
sidence in most of the existing ones, 

This evil is quite peculiar. It is a species of hypochon- 
driasis. It seems as if the water, somehow, got into the patient’s 
head and did not strengthen it. Whatever the explanation, 
we have so often noticed the fact of a patient becoming in- 
curably hipped and nervous and fancifal after a visit to a hydro- 
pathic institution, that it now weighs materially with us in re- 
commending such a visit to patients to whom, but for this fact, 
such a visit would appear to be the very thing indicated. We 
have too high an opinion, however, of the value of water as a 
physiological and therapeutical agent, and too much fondness 
for its ase as a personal habit, to imagine that the explanation 
of this fact is to be found in any mysterious action of this 
simple agent itself. The judgment of patients in the import- 
ant matter of their own health is not impaired by the use of 
water. Probably it is as little impaired by the medicaments 
used in such establishments, which, for all practical purposes, 
may be regarded as water too. Where, then, are we to find 
the explanation of the peculiar effect of a residence in these 
institutions? We suspect it will be found in the peculiar 
medical doctrines which are fashionable there, and in the 
medical education to which each patient is subjected during 
his stay. Every patient is appealed to as an umpire in regard 
to the rival medical doctrines of the day, and his sympathies 
are bespoken in behalf of all persecuted innovators whose posi- 
tion and merits, with equal plainness and modesty, are shown 
to be perfectly analogous to those of Harvey, Jesner, &c. It 
follows that patients are made the receptacles of an incredible 
amount of nonsense in the shape of false physiology and patho- 
logy. They come away with infinite admiration of the pre- 
siding genius who has so glibly unfolded to them all the 





mysteries of health and disease, and with their own insight 


into these so quickened that they are ever after detect 

ing ailments which have no existence but in their own imagi- 
nation, and for which bydropatby is the great specific. We 
have only te consult the favourite authors of the frequenters of 
water establishments to understand their notions of health 
and disease. The writings of these authors are eminently 
Readings-made-Easy. They dispose of all the deep problems 
of physiology and all the crack subjects of domestic medicine, 
from constipation up to consumption, with delightful fluency 
and facility. They ignore all the improvements of regular 
medicine, sometimes—-evidently—-from sheer inability to per- 
ceive them, at others from an ill-disguised determination not 
to admit them. The construction of some of these books is 
amusing—e. g., “‘Swepiey’s Practical Hydropathy, 3s. 6d.” 
The bulk of the book is made up of long extracts from medica! 
writers, sometimes of the regular and sometimes of the hydro 

pathic school, But Mr. Smepiey does not always quote, and 
his original remarks will never involve him in any charge of 
plagiarism. They are all hisown. At page 90 he pains us by 
informing us that his ‘“‘space” will not allow him to go into 
the intricacies of the subject of “Diseases of the Kidneys.” 
The short extracts which we mean to give will satisfy our 
readers that it is from no want of ability that Mr. Spier 
dismisses renal subjects rather summarily. 

‘I give in this work a clever engraving of the bloodvessels 
and absorbents in the kidney. It will be seen how delicate 
and wonderful the action of the Malpighian tubes are; for 
through these knots of bloodvessels the uriniferous tubes which 
cover them draw out, by their electrical power of attraction, 
the urine from the blood.” 

Mr. Smepiry’s pathological strokes in the renal sphere are 
even more original than his physiological ones, —e. g. : 

“The uriniferous tubes, when diseased, draw out, with the 
urine, serum and the life of the blood, bringing ona—[one would 
think he was really going to stumble upon a roughly correct 
sentence about albuminuria; but no—bringing on] diabetes” ! 

But do not let it be supposed that the author is not acquainted 
with albuminuria. He shows that he is not only familiar with 
this disease, but with the causes of it; and he shows all this in 
one sentence. It is only hydropaths and the like who can dis- 
pose of great subjects in a few words, It would puzzle Dr. 
Cuerstison or Dr, Jouxson to put so much into a single sen- 
tence. 

*‘ Another and primary cause of disease is the presence of 
albumen in the urine, from the lowered vitality of the nutritive 
nerves not having power to keep up the healthy chemical com- 
pounds.” 

Here is wisdom which to the admiring votaries of Matlock 
must be dumbfounding. One other sentence on the cause of 
diabetes :— 

“The cause is that, instead of quieting the inflammatory 
action going on in the kidney (and especially in the Malpighian 
tubes), porter, wine, and flesh meat are ordered in profusion, 
along with physic, increasing the infiammation in these parts.” 

What condensed profundity! What to such a man are the 
discoveries of BERNARD or of Brown-Séquarp? What are 
nucleated cells to a man who has electricity at his finger ends 
or in his Malpighian tubes? What the saccharine function of 
the liver to one who confounds diabetes with albuminuria ? 
What the desquamation of epitheliam and its consequences 
to one who has learned to talk about the “ lowered vitality of 
the nutritive nerves?” 
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The intellectual incapacity of these hydropathic guides is | happen in other diseases when they are used. But Dr. Guuty 
shown by the fact that even in regard to water they very much | does not write for his peers, but for his patrons, and he knows 
miss and misconstrue the teachings of science. Their notions of | they cannot contradict him, or are easily gulled. His physio- 
the action of water are remarkably rough and mechanical. In | logy is as antiquated as his pathology. Let us give a specimen 
their view the action is mainly or only one of temperature—of | or two. 
so much cold or so much heat. Revulsion and reaction, con- | ‘‘ The secretory power of the bloodvessels,” 
traction and dilatation, summarize their theories on the sub- To speak of the secretory power of bloodvessels -s as cerrect 
ject. Take as an example the following sentences —hydropathic | as it would be to speak of the hearing power of the eyes ; and 
sentences—from Epwarp Jonnson, M.D., a writer much re- | the author of such an expression, years after the discoveries of 
spected by hydropaths :— Scuwann, Goopsm, and others, must be living in the back- 

“Thus, then, however numerous be the forms or symptoms | woods of physiological science. 
of disease, there is, de facto, but one disease, And, however | The cause of the sensation of hunger has always been a diffi- 
numerous may be the means and appliances of the healing art, culty with physiologists. The beauty of writings of the Gutty 


there is but one intention to be falfilled—the restoration of the . . " ist , 
capillaries to their normal dimensions by constringing their class is that they enggest no diicultics. One is easily 


coats.” (The italics are Dr. Jommson's, ) and in a sentence to the sclation of the most puzzling problem. 
By the way, this gentleman gives a fine illustration of the * PPR A ot eer ee are 
rate at which men who have hobbies adopt theories which | ¢'She esl ‘of the-tiaher etlantiites ho cateeeiiid et in 
seem to support the hobbies. We have treated our readers to | ..-ves which come from the brain and spinal cord to the mus- 
short specimens of false physiology and pathology. Let us now | cular coat of the stomach and convey sensations to and from 
give them a specimen of hydropathic chemistry. those parts. The result of this stimulation is contraction of 
‘We also know that alcohol once admitted into the body | the muscular coat, and this contraction constitutes hunger.” 
never quits it again in the form of alcohol, which proves that | The italics are Dr, Guity’s. The proposition will not appear 
its elements (carbon and hydrogen) have undergone decomposi- | so obvious to our readers, who must generally have noticed the 
tion and recombination into other forms within the body.” drinking of large quantities of cold water to correspond with 
Our readers know exactly the reverse of this to be the case; | the entire absence of hunger. But Dr, Guty is dogmatic. 
a more perfect chemistry having scattered to the winds Dr. | Cold water causes contraction, and contraction constitutes 
Jounson’s knowledge and proofs, and demonstrated that alcohol | hunger. So true is it that the hydropathic philosophy dreams 
passes through the body unchanged, and is to be found as such | only of cold and constrictions and their opposites. 
in the urine, the breath, &c. But Dr. Jonnson’s chemistry | But we must desist. Time and space would fail us to expose 
goes further than to the decomposition of alcohol in the body. | a very small portion of the stuff which makes up the four or 
He sees reason for supposing that because the lungs absorb five hundred pages of these water-cure books, which are meant 
oxygen from inspired air, the stomach may have the power of | for sale at railway stations. We are not concerned in aby 
decomposing water (!) and absorbing oxygen, and the skin | detail to refute the nonsense and misrepresentation which they 
likewise. [Either the benefits of using water or the ignorance | contain. The public will continue to perceive, in spite of them, 
of those who use it, or both, must be very remarkable, to ex- | the progress of true medical science and the power of well- 
plain such remarkable theories. Surely a knowledge of general | selected remedies, It will continue to believe that water is 
chemical and physiological literature, or a personal observation | only one of many remedies ; that there are many things which 
of a number of facts, would prevent such absurdities. But both | it cannot do; that it cannot cure ague like quinine, nor syphilis 
of these things imply study and trouble ; and men who have like mercury; that it cannot always relieve pain, nor expel 
an omnipotent and all-applicable remedy neither need nor feel | tapeworm like fern oil, nor feed phthisical patients like cod- 
inclined to either reading or trouble, excepting in the special | liver oil, The evidence of these things is much more obvious 
sphere in which they move with such delight. Accordingly | both to the public and philosophers than that “‘ bloodvessels 
the latest and the brightest lights in the bydropathic firmament | have secretory power,” and that ‘‘ the contraction of the mus- 
betray the same fatal tendency to theorize, to set up straw men | cular fibres of the stomach causes hunger.” 
and knock them down, and to talk nonsense glibly, which we | The lesson from all we have said is simply this: it is high 
have shown to characterize Mr. Smepiey. The Malvern guide time for us to have sanitaria in which our patients may have 
is unmistakably like the Matlock one. He is evidently as | the full benefit of air, water, and exercise, without returning 
profoundly unsound in his views as to medical science generally | to us fanciful and hypochondriacal. It is a great unkindness to 
as a late trial showed him to be in regard to the signs of preg- | teach a man the habit of searching his own body for stray 
nancy. He knows that calomel and opium and guaiacum and | sensations and contemptible derangements ; to encourage the 
colchicum have been used in rheumatism ; but he does not seem | notion that the body is so organized as to be constantly 
to have heard of an alkaline treatment of it. Perhaps it is too | apt to go wrong, apart from the costly and complicated 
recent, perhaps too unheroic to sound well for purposes of abuse. | devices of a water establishment. We protest, in the name of 
He informs his readers that the heart mischief in this disease is | science and humanity alike, against a system that demoralizes 
connected with “‘ excessive irritation,” caused by “mercurials | men in the matter of their health. It is no compensation to 
and colchicum,” rather than with the disease itself. If a medi- | such a man to reveal to him a universal remedy. Once con- 
cal man were to make a statement like this in the society of | centrate the attention of the mind upon the body, and both 
his peers, he would be asked for proof and for an explanation | must speedily suffer, Health is a thing to be taken for granted. 
of the fact that heart affections happen in rheumatic disease | True, it must always depend upon a due supply of air, water, 
when neither mercurials nor colchicum are used, and do not | exercise, &c,; but these, too, are to be taken for granted— 











not as remedies for di 

To give a medicinal character to these is to make every healthy 
man a patient, every meal a dose, the world an hospital, 
and life itself ‘‘ one long disease.” 

Occasionally, no doubt, water may have the true character 
of a great remedy. It is an immensely preponderating con- 
stituent in the composition of the tissues. It has been shown 
to have the power of increasing the change and removal of 
tissue, and in this best of ways of increasing appetite. These 
are great powers, and scientific medicine only wishes to be able 
to use them at the greatest possible advantage, and with the 
least possible injury. We believe there are water establish- 
ments in which the light of Berwarp and Bicker shines. We 
only wish to see their number increased. 


SE ee 





Brrore another number of Tus Lancer appears the medical 
scholastic session will have drawn to a close: students will be 
leaving London, teachers will be preparing for a holiday, and 
many of the representatives of the higher walks of the profes- 
sion will be looking forward to resigning for a few weeks the 
cares and anxieties of practice into their juniors’ hands. It 
has long been our custom to address a few words at the 
beginning of each session to those more immediately in- 
terested in the opening of the professional campaign ; and 
the practice is not a bad one, for a good opportunity then 
occurs for proffering them such cautions and advice as evi- 
dently cannot have in view upon our parts any selfish ends. 
But notice is rarely taken of the termination of a course 
whose commencement was heralded with so much concern. 
Yet surely a retrospect of the mode in which an important work 
has been performed, and a scrutiny of its produce, cannot be 
Jess profitable to the labourers than was the previous survey of 
the responsibilities that lay before them when they began their 
undertaking. If to know what one has to do be meet, to be 
clear upon what has really been effected is not less proper. 
The harvest and vintage are as important to the husbandman 
as are the seed-time and pruning. We break through the 
custom, then, of allowing our students to depart and our 
teachers to become silent without venturing to inquire of them 
both what they have effected. Ten months back they stripped 
to the labour : one to follow the footsteps of knowledge and of 
experience ; the other to lead the way. Each party to the 
contract protested, in more ways tian one, to properly and 
conscientiously fulfil his duty. Has this reciprocal engage- 
ment been honestly performed? Has the student been punc- 
tual and attentive to his hours of attendance, industrious out, 
and studious at home? Have the dissecting-room, the chemical 
theatre, and the out-patients’ department regularly received 
that share of the junior student’s attention which it was his 
duty to give? Have the clinical lectures upon medicine and 
surgery, the visits through the wards, and the post-mortem ex- 
aminations been diligently followed by his senior companions ? 
In fine, have they both gone through the session now closing 
with such industry and thoughtfulness as prove that they 
were fully alive to the great responsibilites they so freely 
accepted at the beginning of the term? If such has been the 
case, well and good. With respect to many—nay, we will say 
farther, with most—-of our young friends we believe their 
obligations have been satisfactorily responded to; and unfor- 
tunate for them, indeed, in the future, if they have not. If 











cannot honestly do otherwise than admit that too often they 
have been late at lectures or entirely neglected them, shunned 
the anatomy rooms and shirked their chemistry, joked and 
idled in the halls instead of going round at visit, or ‘‘ cut” the 
* clinicals” altogether, let them pay heed to our solemn warn- 
ing, that unless they alter greatly in these respects heavy will 
be the penalty. Their opportunities once let slip cannot be 
recalled, and the day will assuredly come when they would 
give any price to recover the advantages and benefits that were 
formerly at their command. If, then, the student would be 
satisfied that he is making such progress towards the perfecting 
of his hospital education as will send him up comparatively an 
unhesitating candidate to his professional examiners, as will 


| permit him to commence practice without unnecessary anxiety, 


and as will give him the reputation of being a trustworthy 
medical practitioner, let him honestly review, at the termination 
thereof, his career through every medical session of the schools, 

But if it be right that we should expect this consideration 
from the pupil, it is not the less incumbent upon us that we 
should inquire of the teacher if his part has been properly ful- 
filled. It is useless to talk of the ille, careless, and unpunctnal 
habits of the former, if the latter do not set him a good example. 
How can a wavering and easily-tempted youth be kept to 
his labour if those who direct him become neglectful and irre- 
gular guides? Out comes every October a prospectus from 
each hospital making many promises of word and deed. The 
last time we addressed the student many of these were fresh 
before us. Nine or ten months have passed away, and now 
let us ask, Have these prospectuses been found to have spoken 
the truth? Have the lectures been properly and regularly 
given? have the wards been punctually attended to? and has 
clinical instruction been as freely offered as it was said it should 
be? In the majority of instances we doubt not that they have. 
But we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the lecturer and 
hospital officer are occasionally found to be not above erring. 
How often, we would ask, have notices been placed up to show 
that the lecturer was prevented falfilling his duty? How often 
have the physician and surgeon neglected to appear at the 
hospital at the hour when they were rightly expected? We 
fear that in too many instances the student has gone to the 
theatre only to find that ‘‘ there will not be any lecture;” and 
that he has been kept anxiously waiting under the portico or 
in the halls of the hospital, to arrive at length at the news 
vouchsafed by the house-surgeon or dresser, that Dr. or 
Mr. So-and-so is unfortunately prevented from keeping his 
engagement. There are reciprocal obligations between student 
and teacher, and the one class must be performed as well as 
the other. Private practice and engagements are often, no 
doubt, very peremptory, and some little allowance must be 
made for quite unforeseen contingencies. But we are not 
wrong when we say that even a very slight exhibition of un- 
punctuality and broken faith on the part of hospital officers 
and teachers has a very detrimental influence, particularly 
upon the junior pupils, They live by example, and are ex- 
tremely open to the general tone of conduct which surrounds 
them. If this be not always of the most conscientious kind, 
the injury resulting becomes at once apparent. Lectures are 
neglected ; the wards are comparatively deserted; and the 
business of the session either dwindles down into a great joke, 
or becomes fostered into an exasperating nuisance. We trust, 
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however, that the session of 1862-63 will have proved so to but 
very few indeed of either pupils or teachers. 


i 
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Tue public mind has recently been shocked by a series of 
revelations of more than usual grossness. These exhibit in an 
unmistakable manner an amount of moral depravity few have 
hitherto believed to exist. It is worth while to inquire to what 
extent we should regard such “ disgraceful disclosures” as in- 
dications of our social and moral status, and what steps are 
advisable to prevent the recurrence of practices revolting to 
every feeling of decency and propriety. A year has elapsed 
since a charge of a most detestable character was preferred 
against a member of the legal profession. The evidence 
before the magistrates was of a nature that left them no 
alternative but the committal of the accused. At the Central 
Criminal Court, when the case came on to be heard, points of 
law were raised which resulted in the trial being removed to 
the Court of Queen’s Bench. As a consequence, the accused 


was permitted to put in bail for his appearance, and to return | 


to his friends. Since then several terms have elapsed, and no 
further proceedings have been taken in the matter. The affair, 
therefore, stands thus : An imputation of a crime unfitting men 
for society still impends over the accused. If he be innocent, a 
more grievous wrong it is impossible to conceive ; if, on the 
other hand, the complaint be well-founded, what a grave re- 
sponsibility devolves on those to whom the public have a right 
to look for protection and redress! We revive this almost for- 
gotten and yet undetermined b it was the first 
in a series of occurrences of more than average profligacy. The 
public disgust had scarcely subsided in reference to it when it 
was again aroused by revelations not less prurient, though a 
degree less gross. Here, again, the accused occupied a position 
in society which implied the possession of education and the 
restraining influences of refined association. In the latter case 
justice was not permitted to linger, and the miserable defiler 
of parturient women is now paying the penalty of his in- 
famous desires. 

Disclosures of this nature, however revolting, cannot be re- 
garded as other than examples of personal indecency and indi- 
vidual baseness on the part of men the victims of distempered 
morals and ungoverned lust. It is well to believe that they 
are exceptional illustrations of how far it is possible for man to 
become degraded. No good can result from their contempla- 
tion ; while weak minds may be unsettled by the very intensity 
of their depravity. We therefore dismiss them from our, con- 
sideration, and find in the more recent ‘‘ extraordinary case”’ 


tion 





suggestions for inquiry into the moral condition of our 
metropolis. We allude to the prosecution for woman-flogying 
which has just eventuated in the summary conviction, and 
imprisonment with hard labour, of the aged procuress prin- 
cipally implicated. It was shown in the investigation that 


the practice exposed had assumed something like a system ; | 


that in a house in the centre of our metropolis worn-out 
debauchees, whose passions had outlived their powers, still 
found the means of arousing impotent desire by expedients 
which have hitherto had no parallel, at least in this country. 
A number of young women, or, as the prosecuting counsel 
termed them, ‘‘ unfortunate children,” were proved to have 
been habitually exposed in a nude state, fastened to “‘a 
machine,” and flogged with rods by hoary lechers, in order 


to satisfy their abominable depravity. These poor victims 
were in their turn induced, or rather by threats compelled, to 
whip the veteran sinners, in order to recall vigour to the wasted 
energy of their exhausted frames. It was stated that the 
practice was not uncommon—an avowal happily in a measure 
disproved by an entry in a manuscript book found in the room 
were these orgies were usually carried on, wherein it was ex- 
pressed that ‘‘that was the only house left where it was prac- 
| tised.” Fancy the scoundrel who could pen such a lament ! 
| What if by some mysterious process each lash became a ser- 
| pent to envenom his very vitals—who would say that more 


| than justice had been done? He is yet at large, and, it may 
| be, regards the proceedings with no other regret than such as 
| results from the interruption of his pursuit. It may be that 
| he contemplates some new plan for his old sin. If so, let him 
| pause. For all such a day of reckoning comes, and woe be to 
| him when it does come! We invoke justice to relax no efforts 

for the exposure and clearance of those hotbeds of vice which 
| are incladed in the category of ‘‘ known to the police ;” or, if 





| the law be inoperative for that purpose, to adopt at least some 
method whereby, on revelations such as these, NEMESIS may 
| not be defrauded of her due in the person of those whcese money 
supplies the inducement for the purposes of such crime. 

The boasts of the present day are our advanced civilization, 
our Christian charity, our enlarged philanthropy, and our 
hitherto respectable character for morality. What will nations 
less pretentious in those matters think of disclosures such as 
these? True, that in the last few years we have fallen some- 
what from our high pedestal of morality. Our social tur- 
pitude has, in the immensity of its baseness, distanced all 
petty crime. True, we have exposed family life to the 
serutiny of the law, and laid bare the hollow decep'ions with 
_ which hypocrisy occasionally invests our English homes. We 
have in this done much to diminish the respect of our character 
and our name, and for this we proportionally suffer. But we 
have not forgotten what we have strayed from, or abandoned 
what we have left. We are not indifferent as a nation to our 
vices as a people. The good old spirit of our forefathers yet 
lives, and causes us to regard with unmeasured disgust prac- 
tices the perpetration of which by the exceptional few has 
shown to what a dangerous licence liberty may extend. 

We do trust that some practical legislation will be accom- 
plished in reference to those houses and their wretched inmates. 
We feel all the difficulty the question involves. If, on the one 
hand, it is not desirable that legislative recognition be extended 
to houses wherein vice is permitted to hold revel, and outcasts 
to assemble for the purposes of their shame, on the other hand 
is it to be tolerated that within the heart of our city practices 
are pursued, vices are perpetrated, and it may be even murders 
are committed, without some practical means of either protect- 
ing the weak or apprehending the guilty ’ 


it 
— 


Tuer medical practitioners of Bedford have refused, very 
properly, to acknowledge. the right of Mr. Coomms to retain 
his homeopathic title of M.D., obtained from some American 
institution. In this they are supported by common sense and 
by the law of the land. If they had recognised the title, 
might they not have been fairly charged with being partici- 
pators in a violation of the law? Certainly the degree which 
Mr. Coomrs possesses confers no legal title upon him in this 
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country. The Medical Council of Education both repudiate it 
as conferring a right to practise and refuse to acknowledge it as 
a title. As Mr. Coomps has declared his intention of ceasing 
to act as a homeopathic practitioner, how can he consistently 
retain a title emanating from a homm@opathic source? We 
confess that we do not understand so contradictory a mode of 
action. ‘‘ Holding with the hareand running with the hounds” 
may be regarded, in some instances, as a very safe policy ; but 
it is not to be tolerated in the present case, The members of 
the Bedford Medico-Ethical Association would appear, then, 
to have no option as to their recognition of Mr. Coomps. It 
is to be regretted that a gentleman occapying a respectable 
position should have written a letter evincing so much passion 
and so little self-respect as that of Dr, Warton, which ap- 
peared in the last number of this journal. Dr. Wuarron 
seems altogether to mistake the merits of the question at 
issue. His brethren of the town and neighbourhood have 
avoided, as far as possible, making this question a personal 
one. They have enunciated a principle on purely public grounds, 
Nay, further, from the fact of Dr. Wuartron having been 
originally proposed as a member of the Executive Committee, 
it was evident that they desired to enlist him in the good 
cause. ‘To love the offender, yet detest the offence,” is not 
inconsistent with human nature, Dr. WHARTON chooses his 
own position ; it is to be supposed that he takes his choice with 
a full knowledge of all the facts connected with the transaction. 
Has he then a just right to complain if those who really wish 
him well differ from him in opinion? It appears from the 
rales agreed to by the Association, that the expunging of Dr. | 
Wuarton’s name from the committee was regarded by them 
as an act of necessity—not of choice. They wished to retain it, | 
but their rules forbade them. Amd so as to consultation : if | 
Dr. Wiarton deliberately meets Mr. Coomps, holding a | 
homeopathic and illegal degree, he cannot complain if his 
brethren decline to meet him. Their object was union ina 
common cause, and they seemed to shrink from the respon- 
sibility of introducing an element of discord into their body. 
It must be recollected that we ought to exereise our calling on 
certain well-recognised rules of professional etiquette. Those 
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form its allotted fanctions, and the Thames, at Barking, re- 
ceived its first instalment of those Stygian streams which have 
so long polluted London with foul and lethal vapours. The 
occasion was fittingly devoted to mutual congratulations and 
delectations on the part of the board, the engineers, and those 
most immediately concerned in carrying out the works. The 
Lords and Commons graced the inauguration of the far-con- 
ducted current of filth; and, doubtless, as they gazed upon 
the swift stream where it dashed into the river, they |uxuriated 
in the pleasant hope that their own magnificent domicile would 
anon for ever be freed from the villanous odours which, alas! 
too often pervade it. A vain hope, perhaps, so long as the 
upper Thames is made the grand depository of the sewage of 
the increasing population on its banks, But let us content 
ourselves for the present with the work in hand. When this 
gigantic task is completed, and the Thames has become so far 
purified as no longer to assail unbearably our nostrils, then it 
will be a question whether any part of the population of London 
should still be condemned to drink the waters of a stream 
that remains the prime sewer of their neighbours towards the 
source. Well might Dr. Acland say, a little while ago, ‘‘ Why 
the Londoners do not rise up in arms against us provincials for 
remorselessly pouring our sewage upon some of their water com- 
panies is a standing marvel. We may now assume that the 
elements of disease are carried in water; through what dis- 
tanee we do not know. Ordinary prudence should, therefore, 
keep the upper rivers above great towns as pure as is prac- 
tically feasible.” 

On Monday and Tuesday, metropolitan Bumbledem, obe- 
dient to the courteous behests of the Board of Works, trooped 
down the river by hundreds to assure themselves by sight and 
smell that the myriads of money screwed, or about to be 
serewed, out of reluctant ratepayers were at length producing 
a sensible result. Vestry trod upon the heels of Vestry, and 
the unaccustomed mind quailed before the vision of some two 
thousand parochial authorities, dignitaries, and officers, shuf- 
fling, loquacionsly amazed, along huge tunnel-like drains, 
crowding into vast reservoirs, bewildering themselves with 
“ penstocks,” and hanging entranced over that murky and 
odoriferous current, an earnest of the great results to come. 

The drain now first put to its proper use is the northern 
high-level sewer. By a temporary continuation, it delivers its 
contents directly into the Thames by gravitation, When fully 
completed, with the remainder of the northern main sewers, it 
will communicate with a vast reservoir, which will be emptied 





laws have received the assent of the profession: they are clear, 
and generally well defined—they tend to elevate the position 
of medical practitioners in the eyes of the public, and to benefit 
the public itself by placing the medical practitioner in a high 
and intelligible position, Should those laws be ignored it is 
evident that the profession would sink into a trade. Medical 
associations like that of Bedford are established mainly for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of a code of honour. 
In carrying out those principles it may be necessary to sacrifice 
personal feelings, We unhesitatingly express our regret that 
beth Dr. Wuarros and Mr, Coomps were not found eligible 
to be members of the Bedford Medico-Ethical Association. 
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“Ne quid nimis.” 





SEWAGE JUBILATION; THE METROPOLITAN 
MAIN-DRAINAGE. 
Tur Metropolitan Board of Works has been holding high 
festival. On Saturday, the 18th inst., the first completed 


daily into the river as the tide begins toebb. The high-level 
sewer commences at Hampstead, and runs over the Highgate- 
road, across the fields, and down the Holloway-road, under 
the Great Northern Railway and New-river Cut to Stoke 
Newington, and then through Hackney and the Victoria Park 
to its aqueduct across the river Lea at Old Ford. At the be- 
ginning at Hampstead it forms a tannel four feet in diameter ; 
at its termination at Old Ford the diameter is upwards of 
twelve feet—the capacity having been gradually increased to 
this extent. At Bow the high, middle, and low level sewers 
unite, and their contents are delivered into three great outlet 
drains, by which they are conducted to the main reservoir and 
final outfall at Barking. From Hampstead to Old Ford the 
high-level sewer measores upwards of eight miles ; the length 
of the outlet is about five miles and a half. 

The open current of sewage from the high-level drain at 
Barking is certainly a curious spectacle. It bas a singularly 
unpleasant resemblance, in appearance and odour, to the water 
in the vicinity of the boat stations near the bridges at low 
water. Amongst the floating contents of the sewage two 
articles were conspicuous—lucifer matches and bread. The 
quantity of bread, in fragments of greater or less size, which 
was swept along in the stream during a few minutes’ observa- 
tion was something astonishing. The waste—if the state of 
the sewage observed on Tuesday was its normal state—must 





pertion of the vast Main-Drainage scheme was suffered to per- 


be incredible. 
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The works at Barking and across the water, on the southern 
bank, are now assuming a form which even the uninitiated may 
comprehend, The outlet drains and several chambers are well- 
nigh completed. The principal tunnels on the southern shore 
were lit up, for the inspection of the visitors, with coloured 
lamps or more primitive ‘‘ dips,” and the effect was not a little 
curious, The beautiful finish of the brickwork is beyond all 
praise. Two years more, it is estimated, will be 1equired to 
bring the works at present in progress to a conclusion. That 
they will effectively carry out the objects sought by the en- 
gineers we have little doubt. But if it be imagined that the 
Main-Drainage scheme will convert the river above-bridge into 
a clear and pellucid stream, London will probably be doomed to 
disappointment. The Thames will be rid of its most offensive 
contents (the main result to be obtained), but there is little hope 
that its water will be at any time less opaque than it is at 
present. The opacity is chiefly due to augmented tidal scour; 
an improved drainage, which brings the upland waters and an 
increased quantity of earthy matters into the river with greater 
expedition after rainfall; and the agitation of the river by the 
action of steamboats. Improved drainage of the metropolis will 
not affect these things. ‘‘ Were there no population whatever 
on the Thames,” say the Main- -Drainage engineers, ‘the banks 
of the river, from its mouth to above the western limits of the 
metropolitan area, would, in the present condition of things, 
be covered with mud-deposits, in consequence of tidal action 
alone, and the water remain almost as turbid as it is now.” 

The Metropolitan Board of Works entertained their company 
in the completed portion of the great reservoir at Barking. 
The tables were loaded with excellent food ; but it will be a 
wise precaution for future visitors of the board to carry with 
them their own knife, fork, and spoon. The implements pro- 
vided by the board’s caterer led to a strong suspicion that they 
were recent sewerage waifs, which had not even been cleaned. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


Art a meeting of the Fellows of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, held on Monday, the 20th inst., it was announced that 
twenty-eight out of thirty-four candidates had passed the first 
Professional Examination, and that sixteen out of twenty can- 
didates had passed the final examination for the new Licence. 
The sixteen gentlemen who had passed the final examination 
were admitted Licentiates, and the College seal was affixed to 
their diplomas. 

The Registrar of the College was instructed to transmit to 
the Registrar of the General Medical Council a list of the names 
of the new Fellows and Licentiates. 

The following Bye-law was enacted for the first time :— 

** That Matthew Stovell, M.D., having been elected a Fellow 
of the College, and being resident in India, be admitted to the 
Fellowship in absentid, on signing the usual declaration, any 
Bye-law to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

The Council reported that a communication had been re- 
ceived from the University of Oxford, announcing the intention 
of the Senate to extend the field for election to the Sherard 
Professorship of Botany. This Professorship was founded in 
1728, by William Sherard, D.C.L., English Consul at Smyrna, 
who directed that the nomination should for ever be in the gift 
of the College of Physicians of London. 

A communication from the Foreign Office, enclosing a 
despatch from her Majesty’s consul at Rome, was read. This 
despatch called attention to the remarkable influence of 
hygienic measures in preventing attacks of malarious fevers. 
In former years, the harvest in the Campagna had always been 
gathered in by the poor inhabitants of the Abruzzi, few of 
whom escaped an attack of fever. The hospitals of Rome were 
erowded with fever-stricken labourers, many of whom died. 
Last year, however, the labourers from the Abruzzi, being en- 
gaged in the construction of new railways, failed to make their 
appearance in the Campagna, and the Papal Government were 





compelled to haverecourse to the troops to gather in the har- 
vest. The Duke of Montebello also gave permission for a cer- 
tain number of the French troops to be employed in the same 
work, Strange to say, scarcely any of the troops employed in 
what had always been regarded so dangerous a work suffered 
from fever. This immunity was attributed to the good diet of 
the troops, as compared with that of their impoverished prede- 
cessors. The former had a good allowance of meat and wine, 
whereas the latter subsisted for the most paft on water-melone 
and water, 

A letter from the Colonial Office was read, in which the 
Dake of Newcastle expressed his wish to have the opinion of 
the Leprosy Committee, us far as the replies to their inquiries 
hitherto received enabled them to give it, as to the contagious- 
ness of leprosy. This information was asked for, as it is the 
Duke’s intention, if leprosy can be shown to be not contagious, 
to instruct the governors of our colonies where the disease pre- 
vails to have the penal laws against lepers abrogated. The 
Duke's letter had been submitted to the Leprosy Committee, 
who reported to the College as follows :— 

1, The number of replies hitherto received from the West 
Indies, Ceylon, China, and other parts of the world, amounted 
to 66. 


2. In 45 the question as to the contagiousness of leprosy was 
answered with a decided negative, but no facts or evidence of 
any sort had been appended demonstrating this opinion. 

3. In 9 the opinion was expressed that the disease was con- 
tagious, but the opinion was not based on any satisfactory 
evidence. 

4. In the remaining 12, either no opinion was expressed, or 
statements were made of an altogether indefinite character. 

5. The weight of the evidence, so far as it extended, was 
very much in favour of the disease not being contagious. 

6. No evidence had been received to justify the compulsory 
segregation of lepers. 

The Registrar of the College was instructed to forward this 
report to the Duke of Newcastle. 


THE WAGES OF DEATH.! 


Mapame GeniEvE, known as the ‘‘ Female Blondin,” is 
the last victim to the depraved taste for sensation exhibitions, 
Her death, while performing at Birmingham, has surely amply 
satisfied the craving for excitement of the attending crowd. 
The mother of young children, who risked her neck for their 
support, has ‘‘ met with an accident” which deprives her of 
life and them of subsistence. Her unborn babe has perished 
with her. In this respect the exhibition must be considered 
as a great success, Those fortunate enough to have been pre- 
sent enjoyed the rare change of seeing a double sacrifice in the 
one person. They have had full value for their money, and 
may congratulate themselves on their share in the transaction. 
Perhaps, in the assembled crowd, there was one female with a 
woman’s heart, who felt pity for her wretched sister's fate— 
one mother whose bosom heaved with regret that she had 
countenanced that desperate struggle for life, so brief, yet so 
fatal, The others made holiday in honour of the occasion, and 
no doubt possessed themselves of fragments of the treacherous 
rope as souvenirs of the calamity. A few weeks since a some- 
what similar ‘‘ accident” occurred at Cremorne, with equally 
fatal though not such immediate result. Some months ago 4 
poor girl experienced a scarcely less terrible fate at Highbury 
Barn, and she now lies crippled and helpless, an object of public 
charity. 

Is there no method by which exhibitions of this character 
can be restricted within such limits as will afford a probable 
chance of safety in the event of a mishap? Is there no power 
on the part of the Legislature to prevent this reckless trifling 
with life? The question was put some time since to the Home 
Secretary, who promised that it should receive attention, and 
then remonstrated with the Crystal Palace Company in refer- 
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ence to the performance of the master of the trick. The matter 
has since been permitted to rest. Now, in the eleventh hour 
of this session, we trust that its settlement will be no longer 
delayed. On the ground of public morality, if not on the plea 
of public safety, we appeal to the authorities to prevent this 
trafficking on the chances of destruction. Is science benefited, 
or art advanced, by its toleration? Will public liberty or per- 
sonal freedom be infringed by its prevention? We punish as 
a criminal the miserable creature who, in the frenzy of despair, 
seeks to terminate an existence of wretchedness or disgrace ; 
and yet we suffer life and all its obligations to be purchased 
for gold, paid in the ratio of possible escape to probable de- 
struction. Surely there must be an end to this, If there be 
no law equal to the occasion, let a Bill be immediately intro- 
duced for the purpose. We doubt not that it will receive the 
approval of every right-minded individual in the kingdom. 


UNPOPULARITY OF THE ARMY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Arrer the notices which have, from time to time, appeared 
in this journal relative to the condition of our medical brethren 
in the Army, our readers will not be surprised to learn that 
the number of those serving in the Department bas become so 
reduced—chiefly through retirements and resignations—as to 
render it impracticable that leave of absence from duty can 
be granted even to those officers who arrive in this country 
after protracted foreign service. If this were only a temporary 
inconvenience incidental to causes which would speedily admit 
of removal, we should not revert to the matter; but, unfor- 
tunately, there is but little hope that such will be the case 
whilst the present officials retain office. Indeed, so un- 
popular has the Medical Department of the Army become 
among the students at our medical schools, that though on the 
present reduced scale of Establishment there are seventy-eight 
vacancies, we learn that up to this date only eight candidates 


MEDICAL 


pital and Surgeon in charge of out-patients at the Lock Hos- 
pital, has been promoted to the charge of in-patients, in plage 
of Mr. Lee; and Mr. Buxton Shillitoe, recently appointed to 
the Great Northern Hospital, and long known as an able prac- 
titioner, has been appointed Surgeon in charge of out-patients, 
vice Mr. Gascoyen, promoted. At St. George’s Hospital Dr. 
Robert Lee has resigned the office of Physician-Accoucheur. 
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REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION 
THE SANITARY STATE OF THE 
INDIAN ARMY. 
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No. II. 

Tue recommendations of the Commission include (1) the 
diminution of the number of stations in the plains, and the re- 
moval of as large a proportion of troops to the hills and table- 
lands as would be consistent with the security of the country; 
(2) the organization of an efficient sanitary service; and (3) 
suggestions for the removal of the particular hygienic evils dis- 
closed by the inquiry. 

“For some years past,” say the Commission, “the con- 
viction has been gaining ground in India, that, in order to 
diminish the high rate of sickness and mortality, it will be 
necessary to remove a considerable proportion of the troops 
from the low malarious plains and river-banks, and to station 
them on high table-lands or isolated mountains. ...... We are 
indebted to Sir Ranald Martin for having brought this subject 
prominently before us, and also for having directed the atten- 
tion of the Indian Government to its importance.” 

The propositions submitted to the Commission and the Indian 
Government by Sir Ranald Martin are characterized by remark- 
able boldness and prescience. They touch the very core of the 
whole matter. 


hott 


Involving a fundamental change in the distri- 





have entered their names for the next so-called « etitive ex- 
amination, which is advertised to take place early in August. 
To any sensible man such an announcement as the above 
will appear full of ill omen to the interest of the public ser- 
vice ; for the alarming question at once suggests itself — If the 
medical service of the Army continues so unpopular that can- 
didates will not offer themselves, what will become of our 
troops? Really, at last, the time has arrived when Dr. Gib- 
son should ponder eeriously over the disastrous condition of 
the Department. Unless he can devise some scheme to help 
the discontented juniors, and present to candidates a better 
prospect than to serve for twenty or more years as assistant- 
surgeons, we greatly fear that (though a repetition of unscru 
pulous means may be used) the Director-General will be obliged 
to confess that professional men cannot be found to enter a 
service in which they are treated with rudeness and contumely. 


HOSPITAL ELECTIONS. 


Owrnc to the pressure of private engagements Dr. Brown- 
Séquard has retired from the duties of his appointment as 
Physician to the National Hospital for the Paralysed and 
Epileptic; and on Wednesday last the vacant office was 
filled by the election of Dr. Radcliffe, whose valuable and 
original researches on the physiology and pathology of the 
nervous system have lately held a prominent place in the 
columns of Tae Lancet, and won the approval not only of the 
English profession, but of the most distinguished members of 
the Continental schools. We believe that these lectures are in 
course of translation, and about to appear in the leading 
medical journal of Germany. 

At the Lock Hospital, also, some changes have occurred, 
Mr. Henry Lee having retired, after long years of service, 
Mr. G. G, Gascoyen, Assistant-Surgeon of St. Mary's Hos- 





of the forces in India, it is not surprising that the Com- 


mission, although ding the d of the principles 
upon which the propositions are based, should have hesitated 
to recommend that the latter should be carried out in their 
entirety. The sanitary portion of Sir Ranald’s argument is, 
we hold, incontrovertible; and the antagonistic military argu- 
ment is so far open to doubt, that it may be justly questioned 
whether the recommendation of the Commission concerning the 
proportion of troops to be on service in the plains should not 
have been made dependent upon the results of the specific 
military inquiry which must of necessity precede the adoption 
of the recommendation. 

Setting aside humane and financial considerations, Sir Ranald 
Martin doubts whether, as a matter of fact, it would be prac- 
ticable, under the present system of recruiting, to maintain 
effectively a European army of eighty or even fifty thousand 
men in India, so long as the annual decrement from all causes 
amounted to 120 per 1000—the rate of diminution which has 
hitherto resulted from the occupation of the plains of Hindostan 
by British troops. He holds that ‘‘ nothing short of a proved 
necessity can warrant the condemnation of the British soldier 
to a residence on the hot and pestilential low grounds of India. 
It is (he urges) by reducing our garrisons on the plains to their 
minimum, by placing them in field-works open to the winds, 
in stations of proved salubrity comparatively, and by relieving 
them at the end of every year, and removing them for mental 
and bodily refreshment and invigoration back to the higher 
grounds, that their health and contentment may, in his view 
of the case, be preserved. Hitherto under the ramparts of our 
old forts, and in our badly-selected and ill-arranged stations and 
open cantonments, our men have sunk away at the well-known 
rate already mentioned. If the natural wants of the case, 
involving only a pure and cool air, with the means of exercise 
and amusement, be not anticipated, the moral and physical 
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necessities of the European garrison will settle the question by 
the arrest of recruiting for India, and by the premature return 
of the limited service men, two rapidly exhausting causes, for 
the prevention of which the remedy is now at hand, if we would 
apply it. By persisting to confine our British soldiers to the 
dreadfal monotony and endless miseries of barrack life in the 
plains of India, we shall burn the candle at both ends, and 
leave the ultimate settlement of an important question, now 
very easy of being settled, to be concluded in a manner injurious 
to all authority.” Hill stations, moreover, would permit re- 
cruits being drilled and trained in India without injury to the 
health ; and by bringing the battalions into the plains in the 
cold season, there to be perfeeted in marching and in firing, 
military exercises might be rendered conducive to health and 
efficiency. Another advantage of hill stations would be the 
greater control which might be exercised over the introduction 
of poisonous native spirits and venereal infection among the 
soldiers. ‘‘ Were there no considerations which recommend 
the selection of hill stations other than those here referred to 
(Sir Ranald Martin states), 1 venture to say that they would 
yet be paramount. If the mountain climates of India did not 
possess that which they are known to enjoy—namely, a pure, 
cool, and bracing air, still, I repeat it, the two considerations 
named ought to give them a preference. The strength of the 
British army of India must be counted, not by the muster-rolls, 
but by its soundness of health, and its consequent real efficiency, 
both on moral and sanitary grounds,” Sir Ranald further avers, 
that if we wouldavoid the dangers of another army of treacher- 
ous and trained mercenaries, it must be by maintaining our 
European troops in the fullest vigour, and capacity for action ; 
that the absence of the bulk of the forces from the plains would 
not exercise an ill-effect over the natives, begetting a restless- 
ness tending to insurrection ; and he hopes for the time when 
by a general disarming of the people European troops will no 
longer be required for purposes of overawing and coercing 
armed subjects, 

Four means of vast sanitary importance which conjoin to the 
proper disposal of the British garrison of India are indicated by 
Sir Ranald Martin —viz., (1) the careful selection of such 
stations on the plains as must, for political and military reasons, 
be oceupied by Europeans, implying proper structural arrange- 
ments of every kind ; (2) the occupation of table-lands by the 
artillery and cavalry ; (3) the permanent oceupation by the 
infantry of stations on the hill ranges throughout our Eastern 
possessions for the preservation and maintenance of health; and 
(4) the selection of the best convalescent stations beyond the 
sea for the care of such invalids as may not regain their 
health in India. He further urges the establishment of ‘‘a 
well-supported sanitary department separate and distinct from 
that ordered for the cure of disease and wounds. P 1 
hygiene, which must be left to the care of the regimental sur- 
geons and the medical staff of general hospitals, ought neces- 
sarily to be separated from the general military hygiene—the 
preserver of armies, Not to go further back, it was owing to 
the absence of a reliable and influential sanitary staff that our 
armies perished at Walcheren, at Rangoon, in China, and in 
the Crimea.” 

The Commission report that the evidence laid before them 
was, “ with a trifling exception, decidedly in favour of moun- 
tain climates, especially during the earlier years of service; and 
the evidence of witnesses tends to the same result.” Bat 
favourable as this evidence was, that it indicated but very im- 
perfectiy the benefits to be derived from hill climates is to be 
gathered from the facts that the hill stations already founded 
have been chiefly used as convalescent establishments ; and that, 
asa rule, their sites have been selected without due regard to 
sanitary considerations, while the sanitary condition of the 
buildings and environs was most defective. The greater number 
of the stations have been placed on the outer face of the moun- 
tain ranges, and at an elevation where the heaviest rains occur; 











consequently they receive the first impact of the monsoon, and 
are all wet and subject to cold fogs. At Simla, “* the “conser- 
vancy’ is described as having been as batl as could be, the 
ravines full of dead animals, together with the ordure of many 
thousand natives. There are no public conveniences. The 
water-supply was scanty, and liable to pollution. The effluvia 
from the ravines were ‘as strong as on going into a sewer.” 
Surgeon-Major Grant says, that ‘the authorities seemed to 
think that because the climate was cold, the men might be 
crowded together, and all sanitary arrangements neglected 
with impunity.” At Mount Aboo the barracks are situated in 
a malarious gully. At Nynee Tal, 7600 feet above the level of 
the sea, the huts have been built in a narrow defile, where the 
earth is damp and a perfect marsh during rains, and where the 
huts are exposed to violent gusts of wind. There are neither 
drains nor latrines, and the “ stench is at times overpowering,” 
causing nuisance in the barracks. In fact, as Sir Ranald Martin 
remarks, ‘hill ranges have been so misused as to produce 
their worst influences, taking but little advantage of their 
best.” 

An excellent illustration of the capabilities of hill stations is 
furnished by the Lawrence Asylums, in the mountains, where 
children flourish as im healthy country districts in England ; 
while the children of British soldiers stationed at Fort William, 
Calcutta, perish at the annual rate of 160 per 1000. There is 
a convent at Darjeeling, where during thirteen years not a 
death has occurred among the children; while the mortality 
among children in Bengal is 84 per 1000 per annum. 

But although there was a great concurrence of opinion in the 
evidence laid before the Commission on the sanitary value of 
hill stations, the proposition that most of the effective force 
should be located there was objected to, and the Commission 
thinks that the objection was sound. It was argued by Col. 
Durand that any large proportion of troops cannot be quartered 
on the hills without detriment to the military occupation of 
the country ; that to do so would be practically to evacuate 
the country ; that it would be most dangerous not to oceupy 
the great strategical points upon which the security of the 
country depends; and that there are many posts which must 
be held, healthy or unhealthy. ‘* Several illustrations of these 
dangers (say the Commission) occurred during the mutiny, 
where important points were lost from deficiency of foree, 
before regiments could be brought down from the hills, It is 
clear that all necessary points in the plains must be held by a 
sufficient foree, and hence whatever proportion of troops is 
placed on the hills must be considered as ‘a reserve.’ Both 
Sir John Lawrence and Sir Charles Trevelyan concur in this, 
that not more than one-third of the force should be disposed of 
in this manner. Such a proportion would enable the remaining 
two-thirds of the force to take their turn on the hills, But 
here another question presents itself—viz., What are the points 
in the plains which must be held? This all-important element 
in the question has not yet been settled.” 

Until this essential element is settled, we must demur 
to the conclusion that only one-third of the force should 
be stationed on the hills) The enormous waste of life and 
destruction of efficiency are evils which unquestionably would 
be best met by carefully selected hill stations, and an annual 
relief of the garrisons in the plains, such as Sir Ravald Martin 
proposes. By adopting such an arrangement, and carrying 
out a thorough system of sanitary improvement in the statious 
retained on the plains, the morbific effects of climatic and 
malarious agencies would be reduced to a minimum ; and it is 
but reasonable to suppose that the efficiency of the forces 
would be promoted to an extent fully equivalent to the 
seeming numerical efficiency contemplated by the Commis- 
sion. It is highly probable that, from a diminished constant- 
sickness rate, the efficiency of a body of troops subjected to an 
annual relief would be more complete than that of a body 
one-third greater subjected to biennial reliefs. But, be this as 
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it may, it is certain that, while the sanitary question is a 
harsh unrelenting fact, involving even the practicability of 
maintaining a European force of the strength demanded for 
India, the strategical question is conflicting and doubtful. 

The results of the Commission's inquiry into the important 
subject of hill stations are stated as follows :— 

1. **To reduce to a minimum the strategic points on the 
alluvial plains, and to hold in force as few unhealthy stations 
as possible. 

2. “ To locate a third part of the force required to hold these 
points on the nearest convenient hill station or elevated plain, 
including im this third, by preference, men whose constitutions 
are becoming enfeebled, and recruits on their first arrival ; and 
to give the other two-thirds their turn. 

3. ‘* Never to trust to simple elevation as a means of protect- 
ing health ; but while occupying the best available elevated 
stations, to place these (for they want it just as much as the 
stations in the plains) in the very best sanitary condition.” 








Correspondence. 


“Audi alteram partem.” 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE COLLEGE OF 
fURGKONS. 
To the Kditor of Tux Lancet, 
Sm,—At the recent dinner of the Fellows of the Royal 


College of Surgeons, the chairman took that opportunity of | eggs 


stating ‘‘a grievance of which provincial surgeons had to com- 
plain”—namely, the compulsory residence for three years in 
London before admission to the exam:aation for the Fellowship 
of the College. Would that the rep], made by Mr. Luke gave 
the smallest guarantee that it was the intention of the Council 
to remove so intolerant a regulation! It is difficult to un- 
derstand what that gentleman meant, if he meant anything 
atall. The only interpretation I can attach to his speech is, 
that, as the London schools can do all that is required in the 
way of medical education, incial schools may as well 
“shut up shop ;” or, at any rate, if they have the temerity to 
continue open, as far as the College of Surgeons is concerned, 
they shall only have the lowest market open for their commo- 
dities, 


Now, honourable as the position of F.R.C.S. is, the Council 
must take care, if they dispose of their honours at such a 
“ fancy price,” lest they lose some who in time to come would 
be amongst their most <istinguished connexions. I mean espe- 
cially graduates of the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and 
London. It is admitted by all that the qualifications required 
by these Universities are of the Fe ele 
grants a degree in , its mem are quite independent 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, Nevertheless, many of them 
would gladly identify themselves with their brethren in Lin- 
coln’s inn-fields (and I doubt not that both ies would reap 
benefit from such a connexion), but are to do so if they 
have not undergone the three years’ compulsory residence in 
London, As the University of London does not require such 
residence, either the regulations of the University must be in- 
sufficient to ensure competency in its alumni, or the Royal 
College of Surgeons must have instituted an unnecessary pre- 
caution. The regulation of the College is especially severe on 
the members of the two older Universities (one of the principles 
of which is residence for at the very least four years), who, if 
for the purpose of forming a connexion or other reason they 
spend two years at a provincial school, would be required 
under the present system far to exceed the ibed six years’ 
study, and thereby further exhaust their y too long suf- 
fering pockets, or forego the privilege of attaching F.R.C.8. to 


their names. 

ion has been started by one of such high 
8 , | trast that the Council will not suffer 
it to drop till the necessary reform has been effected, and thus 
show ‘that they are very desirous of conciliating the good 
feeling and support of the provincial schools.” 
I am, Sir, yours &c., 

A GrapuaTs. 


July, 1863, 





ORIGIN OF SPECIES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—I have now to reply to Mr. Lankester’s letter, which 
appeared in your journal of the 6th of June. The question 
between us is this: I hold that new creations of plants and 
animals, without being propagated by seed, are constantly 
going on ; and that the creations of the past have in ail proba- 
bility been effecte? in a similar manner. Mr. Lankester calls 
this *‘ the exploded doctrine of spontaneous production,” and 

eds to correct the errors into whicl he says I have fallen. 
I wish it to be understood that my object in the present con- 
troversy is, not to vanquish my opponent, but to discover 
truth and advance the interests of humanity. 

It may be difficult to give direct proof of spontaneous crea- 
tions of vegetable or animal life, but as there is no want of 
indirect evidence of such creations [ shwll state one or two 
cases. If we top-dress » paddock which never before produced 
a blade of clover with lime fresh from the kiln, we shall have 
clover growing in abundance. Here, then, we have the indirect 
evidence of plants being raised without seed. In confirmation 
of this fact 1 may state that a friend of mine, on sinking a wel 
thirty feet deep, found that clover grew on the stuff that had 

raised, which no doubt was larzeiy impregnated with lime. 

If I am told that clover-seed must have been buried in the lime- 
stone, I answer that we may conceive this to be possible, but 
. Again, if we tura up the soil in the interior of 


to exist, we shall have these wate me 
turned up. If we cut down a primeval forest in any country, 
irely new and fauna will be created. Allow cheese 
or food of any kind to go to decay, and you will find mitesand 
Now, can we i we that the seeds and 
ts and animals have been deposited thousands 
of years previous to their appearance? I think not, Has Mr. 
Lankester asked himself how there could be any plants or ani- 
mals in existence if their originals had not been created without 
need? es - 
question that remains is how these 
effected ; and with the object of idating the mystery I will 
the case of man. 
letter I explainei that when vegetable matter 
i atmosphere charged with gases and 
i are readily produced. Now, 
of man or any of the 
ve of the necessary i 
cumihtiinmbe tetekal " 
not one or two individuals, but 
were originally planted on the 
ast multitude a few woul survive, 
who would propagate their species.) When man was first created 
period of the London Clay—the climate was 
food of every kind; neither clothing 
would the» be required, I do not say 
full grown at tirst, or be so perfect 
subsequently produced by ordinary 
see no reason for supposing that man has 
of development occupying vast 
some writers, 
man would be a very inferior being 
of climate, which is supposed to have taken 
period, to what he is now. That of 
ee ea arenas ae Ge, i 
and higher powers ; and so necessary 
if the original state of the globe were to 
return to his primeval state of exiat- 
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explained my own theory of creation, it will be 
it with the theories of others, 

the ‘‘ Vestiges of Creation” traces every supe- 
inferior race until he arrives at the sim 

al and vegetable life. By his theory there has 
original creation. The fallacy of this theory is 
obvious, for is a total want of connecting links between 
one race and avother, which would not have been the case if 
his theory had been trae. 

Mr. Darwin's theory—if it can be called such—is me 
modification of the “* Vestiges.” He labours to show t 
what he calls “‘ natural selection” has produced the <ifferent 
races; but that is only another term for ‘* crossing” 
trine which does isti 

‘* crosses” do not breed. Now, if we také.away the 
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idea of natural selection from Mr. Darwin’s system, all that is 
left is essentially the same as the ‘‘ Vestiges.” 

It will be observed that my system differs entirely from 
both ; for while their systems run into one original creation, 
mine is the opposite, involving as it does innumerable and 

iginal creations distinct from each other. My system meets 
all the facts of the case, and requires no links to connect one 
race with another. If we may jude the past by the present, 
making all due allowances for the different circumstances of the 
various geological periods when the creations took place, all 
the existing races of plants, animals, and men have been created 
spontaneously, in the same manner as we see inferior creations 
going on now, 

In answering this letter, it will be necessary to meet the facts 
on which I have based my theory. It is time this vexed ques- 
tion of the origin of species was settled, for until something 
definite is arrived at it is impossible to see how any general 
advance in science can be made, We may rely upon it that 
the best interests of man lie in the region of truth, and if that 
be ted, we shall injure those interests by shutting our eyes 
to the evidence of our senses. 

I am, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

Sloane-street, June, 1863. A. 


THE MEDICAL CHARITIES AND THEIR 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. 


ALISON, 





“They cannot dig, and to beg they are [not] ashamed.” 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 

Str,—The papers are tilled with advertisements proclaiming 
the unwelcome intelligence that nine-tenths of the medical 
charitable institutions of the metropolis are in difficulties, and 
that unless larger funds are contributed towards their support 
and maintenance, many wards in each of the institutions so 
situated will have to be closed, and a proportionate number of 
sick and wounded applicants denied admission. 

This state of things is not to be wondered at, when the 
enormous number of persons annually relieved at the metropo- 
litan hospitals and dispensaries is for one moment considered. 
It is stated that one hundred thousand out-door patients were 
relieved at St. Bartholomew's Hospital in the course of the last 
year, 186 vt Ras) eee — y + eet during the — 
period at King’s College Hospital ; and proportionate numbers 
at all the other medical charitable ieekioutions : so that the 
total number of recipients of medical aid far exceeds a million 
in one year. For this gigantic scheme of benevolence the cha- 
ritable alms-giving of the public furnishes the funds, and the 
medical profession gives its skill, time, and labour. It must 
be borne in mind that this immense amount of charitable 
assistance is afforded to a class of persons totally distinct 
from, and in addition to, the equally large class relieved in a 
similar manver under the Poor-law system. 

With this statement before us, it can hardly be wondered at 
that hospitals are in difficulties, or that the alms-giving portion 
of the public require very frequent and urgent appeals to induce 
them to find the money ; indeed, it raises a very fit and appro- 
priate question for consideration, whether the begging system 
on the one part, and the equally enormous alms-giving on the 
other part, as now adopted in reference to almost every social 
want, have not attained such proportions as to threaten a com- 
plete and overwhelming collapse in every charitable under- 
taking, from sheer inability to continue to give gratuitous 
assistance on so gigantic a scale as it has now attained in this 
metropolis, without some slight assistance—a nominal rate in 
aid, as it were, being afforded by those for whose exclusive 
benefit so vast an amount of charity and benevolence is col- 
lected and distributed. 

As far as the medical charities are concerned, a registration 
fee of one shilling from each applicant for out-door relief could, 
in almost every instance, be fairly demanded ; and it would be 
so slight a burden that it would be readily paid, especially as 
the from whom the payment is exacted would be in im- 
mediate receipt of the assistance applied for. And the small 
charge of one shilling could never be looked upon as a payment 
for advice or medicine, but simply as a registration fee, such as 
@ person applying for a situation would have to pay at any 
office for gooneny is or her <= ong - 

A large sum of money, useful for a t variety a ‘ 
could inthis way be obtaiuved in aid of the funds derived from 
other sources by which the hospital is supported, without 





being at all felt by the parties contributing it. St, Bartholo. 
mew’s might thus obtain £5000 !—a handsome sum to divide, if 
necessary, among needy patients on their discharge, to help 
them for a week or two during convalescence, and thus largely 
extend the benefits of these invaluable institutions; and other 
hospitals might gain proportionally, and find good uses for the 
money. This subject might be much enlarged upon, but | 
purposely avoid touching upon debateable ground, and simply 
suggest that ‘‘ hospitals in difficulties” should try and extract 
a trifling ‘‘rate in aid” from those who so largely benefit by 
their assistance, and appeal to the old truism, ‘‘ that Provi- 
a helps those who, in a Christian spirit, try to help them. 
selves,” 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
James Burp, 
Seymour-street West, Connaught-square, July, 1963. 


THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS OF BEDFORD 
AND HOMCOPATHY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str,—Having noticed a communication in the last number 
of Tue Lancer from Dr, Wharton, we respectfally ask you to 
insert the following remarks in our justification :— 

You will have perceived by the report of the Bedford meet- 
ing held on the 6th instant, that although Mr, Coombs re- 
nounced the practice of homeopathy, he would not give up the 
use of the M. D. degree from an American Homeeopathic Univer- 
sity. Under these circumstances, such M.D. having 
been refused registration under the new Medical Act, the mem- 
bers present would not consent to meet Mr. Coombs in consul- 
tation, nor would they consent to meet anyone who would con- 
sult with him. We regard the relinquishing of a homeopathic 
degree as the logical sequence or indispensable accompaniment 
of a renunciation of the ice of hi thy. Indeed, we 
do not see how the title to the practice of ceopathy could, 
—- be retained after the repudiation of the practice 
itsel 

We shall be glad to know what are your own views and 
those of our p ional brethren on this point. 

Should we be justified in meeting Mr. Coombs under these 
circumstances? 

Again, in the face of a resolution which has been passed 
over and over again—that it is not right for medical men to 
meet in consultation those who meet h paths—should we 
be justified in meeting Dr. Wharton if he still meets Mr. 
Coombs? 

This is a case which, as far as we are aware, has never come 
under the notice of the profession. A man has gone half way 
to cleanse himself from the a gee homeopathy ; and 
we contend that we should not be justitied—looking solely to 
ard of our profession—in recognising the remaining 

The allusion of Dr. Wharton to ‘‘ brass plates” we do not 
understand; but we must be allowed to express our deep re- 
gret that he should treat his professional brethren quite so 
superciliously. We assure both Dr. Wharton and Mr. Coombs 
that we have but one single desire, that of assisting to clear 
the profession of the disgrace arising from tampering in apy 
way with the practice of thy. 

ye are, Sir, yours &c. 
Ereut GeneRAt PRACTITIONERS OF BEDFORD. 
Bedford, July, 1863. 
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POOR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


S1r,—You will oblige me by giving insertion to the following 
observations upon Poor-law Medical Relief. I have had up- 
wards of twenty years’ experience as surgeon to a large 
of a Poor-law union, consequently am practically conversant 
with the subject; and after mature consideration I am 
roughly convinced that no amelioration of the condition of 
Poor-law medical officers will ever be effected, either by the 
provincial Poor-law boards of guardians, the Central Board at 
Whitehall, or by the members of the House of Commons, until 
a greater unanimity of feeling and action exists amoung 
practitioners themselves, — ——e this, = then act 
with a spirit becoming gentlemen, they cannot fail to secure 
the lon yer object of contention, and place themselves ia 
a more honourable position as the only true mediators between 
the ratepayers and the recipients of the poor-rates, Under the 
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present system of Poor-law medical relief the whole machinery 
clashes, and the result inevitably is an enormous increase of 
expenditure of poor-rates throughout England. 

r. Griffin has for many years acted in the most indefatigable 
manner, and deserves every credit and better support from his 
medical brethren; but after all his incessant toil and anxiety, 
for which no money can ever compensate him, what does it 
amount to? why, to the very thing I predicted at the com- 
mencement of his labours—nothing at all, —and which his letter 
in your last week’s journal fully verifies. If, therefore, medical 

titioners persist, after this, in acting in o ition to the 
Penefit of the poor and their own interests, —_ must ex 
the uences to recoil upon themselves in shape of in- 
qounedl tahenn, end: geen ieee ond anfiielng among the poor, 
the result of which will be an extravagant expenditure of the 

yers’ money. 

Now the pace for this crying evil is to convene county 
meetings throughout England of all the medical men, and to 
request the medical officers of each Poor law union, or their 
deputies, to attend. At such meetings a code of resolutions and 
regulations should be drawn up, signed, and submitted to an 
aggregate meeting of medical tioners in London, the pri- 
mary object of which should (all others having failed) to 
give one week’s notice to the several boards of guardians, and 
then tender their resignation simultaneously upon a given day; 
this being accomplished, no qualified medical man in England, 
either in the employ of 
duties, under any pretence whatever, until a satisfactory ar- 

t had eee an eae etna arene 
for his services, a detailed account of which I gn pernenes bo 
place before the Poor-law Board at Whitehall whenever an 
eg ible opportunity presents itself, 

am pe that to this comprehensive view of the matter 
some practitioners may possibly make frivolous objections; but 
if the scheme is well organized 
whatever in ing it into effect. Thus would be obtained 
the long-sought dhiest, without further misgivings, or expendi- 
ture in money in the shape of ¢ ive government com- 
mittees, or contribution from the y overtaxed medical 
man. I will venture to say there is not a Poor-law medical 
officer in England adequately paid for the labour he is called 
upon to perform; then why, let me ask, should he sacrifice his 
time, his money, aye, even his very life, for the benefit of his 
fellow-men, without an equitable return? Would any member 
of Divinity or Law for a moment submit to such a degradation, 
or subject himself to be insolently interrogated by men who 
have a seat at a dictatorial board of guardians, whose 
sole object is pounds, shillings, and pence? 

In conclusion, I do then most unhesitatingly call upon every 
qualified medical practitioner in England to aid in carrying out 
the above project, which, if done, will not only tend to benefit 
himself, but a. a oe a ae 
Poor-law medical reli 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Kensington, July, 1863. M.R.C.S.E. &e. 





THE INFLUENCE OF SMOKING ON THE 
MUCOUS MEMBRANE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lawyort. 

Sm,—In the sum of the recent inquiry by Dr. Richard- 
son on the Influence of Bmoki ’ soticed ts your article on the 
Tobacco Question in last week’s number, there is one point to 
which I take exception, In the enumeration of the 
affected by smoking, Dr. Richardson mentions, amongst 
the b of the mouth and the bronchial surface 
of the lungs. Why he should select the commencement and 
termination of the respiratory mucous tract, as being more in- 
fluenced than the intervening portion, I cannot understand. 
From very considerable experience on this subject, I unhesi- 
tatingly state that the a larynx, and trachea 
are much more frequently from excessive smoking than 
are the bronchi and the mouth, and I feel satisfied that in this 
observation I shall be borne out by most if not all of those 
experienced in this matter. For many years past well-marked 
and sometimes severe cases of true follicular disease of the 
throat and larynx have presented themselves to my notice, 
which were clearly the result of excessive smoking; and I con- 
sidered the disease of so much importance that a chapter was 
devoted to its consideration in my work on Diseases of the 
Throat (p. 142) ad ‘ 

remain, Sir, your obedient servan' 
Portman-street, Portman-square, July, 1863. Gzo. D. Gras, M.D, 





jans or otherwise, to resume his | 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE OFFICES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—As you have published two letters, and your own im- 
t comments, on the shortcomings of the Norwich Union 
ife Assurance Society, ps you will permit me, as a 
matter of justice to that iety, to state that, on Dec. 23rd, 
| 1862, I received their usual form of certificate by post, to 
which was attached the following foot-note :—‘‘ A fee (2la.) 
will be paid by the Society.” On Dec, 24th the certificate 
was filled up and returned, and on the same day the fee (21s.) 
was duly paid. I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
Sutherland-street, S.W., July, 1863. T. CHaMBERS. 





THE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS 
OF ASYLUMS FOR THE INSANE. 


Tue fourteenth annual meeting of this Association was held, 
by the permission of the President and Fellows, at the Royal 
College of Physicians, on the 9th instant. Dr. Kirkman, the 
retiring President, resigned the chair to Dr. Skae, of Edin- 
burgh, President elect, who delivered an able address on sub- 
| jects connected with psychological research. There was a 
| numerous attendance of members ; these were Dr. 
| Conolly, Dr. Monro, Dr. Thurnam, Dr. Wood, Dr. Sherlock, 

Dr. Duncan, Dr. Fox, Dr. Wollaston, Dr. Willett, Dr. Crichton 





, there need be no difficulty | of the 


Hospital ; Dr. Delasiauve; Editor of the Journal de Médecine 
Mentale, Physician to the Bicétre, President of the Société 
Medico- Psy ique of Paris; Dr. Girard de Cailleux, In- 
spector-General of Asylums in the Prefecture of the 

ment of the Seine; Dr. Moreau de Tours, Chief Physician of 
the Salpétritre ; Dr. Damerow, Physician of the Halle Asylum, 
Prassia, Chief Editor of the Allgemeine Zeitschrift fiir Psychia- 


was then read by Dr. Eastwood, 
vate Asylums. by Dr. Robertson and Dr. Mauds- 
the list, but the time of the meeting was occupi 
animated discussion upon the question inv 
removal of Bethlehem Hospital. U the 
of Dr. Lockhart Robertson, seconded by Dr. 
ing resolution was carried unanimously :— 
members of this Association have regarded witb 
the question of the removal of Bethlehem 
a site more adapted to the 
sanitary science, and a i 
e insane of middle and educated classes in im- 
poverished circumstances, and that they desire to express their 
concurrence in the tations already made to the gover- 
nors of that important institution by the Commissioners im 


epoca dinner of the Association was held, on the same 
day, at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Dr. Skae, the President, in 
the chair. Among the were Dr. Bucknill and Dr. Wood, 
members of the Association, Dr. Webster, Dr. Russell 
Reynolds, and Mr. Skae. 
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MEDICAL TRIALS. 

MIDLAND CIRCUIT, LEICESTER, Jury 17rn. 
(Before Mr. Justice Wmutams, and a Special Jury.) 
BROWN v, EDWARDS, 

Tus was an action for slander, to which the defendant 
that he was “* Not Guilty.” 
Mr. Serjeant Hayes and Mr. Flowers for the 
a: Mr, Macaulay, Q.C., and Mr. Mundell for the 
t. 
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@ The parties to this action are both members of the medical 
P ion, and reside at Uppingham, The plaintiff, who is the 
son’of a well-known solicitor practising there, had lately passed 
his examination at the College of Surgeons, but at the time 
when the alleged slander was uttered had not been registered 
under the late Medical Act, and was not an apothecary. There 
is in Uppingham a friendly society, calling itself the Artisans 
Benefit Society, of which the defendant had for some years 
been the medical officer. About the end of last year, some of 
the members, having become dissatisfied with the defendant, 
waited upon the plaintiff, and asked if he would consent to be- 
come their medical officer ; to which he replied he should have 
no objection to act as such, if elected. The meeting for the 
annual election of officers took place on the 5th of January in 
this year, when the defendant was present, One of the mem- 
bers proposed the plaintiff as their medical officer, upon which 
the defendant got up and said the plaintiff could not be pro- 
because he had not sent in a written statement of his 
qualifications, as required by the rules. The chairman, who 
pears to have favoured the plaintiff, replied, ‘Why you 
ourself, Mr. Edwards, have not sent in any written statement. 
er, you are not a member of the society, and cannot in- 
terfere in the discussion.” The defendant became excited, and 
said the plaintiff had no wish to become their officer ; to which 
of the members replied that they had seen him, and 

that he no objection to act, if elected, The defendant 
said, “‘ Mr. Brown is not legally a doctor. I can 

him at any time. He is here by my sufferance, and if he 
interferes with my practice I can send him out of the town, as 
I did Mr. Walker.” This was the slander complained of, the 
being the defendant was re-elected. ‘The plaintiff's 

is state- 


the close of the plaintiff's evidence, 

Mr. MacavLay submitted that he had failed to establish his 
case. The declaration by its inuendoes charged the defendant 
with saying of the plaintiff that he was nota duly qualified 
surgeon and accoucheur, while what he had said was in effect 
Sees aly nanan, kn ene qaenen tame the 
medical officer of a society where he would have te attend both 

ical and medical cases, which by lew he could not do. 
Serjeant Hays contended that the useless and un- 
—— could be rejected and the declaration 
3 but thi 


claration were amended in that respect, and the wider inter- 

pretation put upon it, the defendant might be able to justify 

and prove the truth of the alleged slander. His Lordship 

that some light might be thrown upon the defendant's 

ascertaining the reasons for which the defendant 
Mr. W to leave the town. 

Mr. Macavxay thereupon called a witness, who proved that 
Mr, Walker had been compelled to give up practising at 
Uppingham because he was only a surgeon, and not a member 

Apothecaries’ Company. 

The jury found a verdict for the defendant. 

There was a second action between the same parties, com- 
plaining of a repetition of the alleged slander after the plaintiff 
had registered under the Medical Act, but it was net pro- 
ceeded with. 


*,” The above case well illustrates the necessity of some recog- 
nized professional tribunal for the settlement of questions in- 
volving private difference between local practitioners. It is 
much to be regretted that every petty altercation should find 
its way into Court, and that small personal disputes should 
assume the serious and expensive aspect of civil actions. Being 
of opinion that disagreements of this character reflect little 
credit on either party, we are far from congratulating the de- 
fendant on the technical point which procured him the verdict, 
and have certainly little sympathy with the plaintiff for the 
outlay he himself has occasioned. — Ep. L. 


meaning 
had 


Apvutreratsp Yerast.—We are glad to learn that the 
importation of adulteratell yeast is under the consideration of 
the Secretary of State for the Home Department. 





Parliamentary Intelligence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Juty 207TH. 
ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. Biaxe asked the Under Secretary of State for War on 
rat pred led fron ae Sethe tend alin 
rant rom as is 
boards of survey, lauunion. he 

The Marquis of HartineTo~ said that a committee had been 
appointed to consider the subject, and the result of their in. 
quiries was to place the medical officers in the same position 
as other non-combatant officers of the army, but certainly no 
stigma was intended to be thrown upon them. 

*,* The reply of the Under Secretary of State for War is any. 
thing but an answer to the pertinent question of Mr, Blake. 
The question referred to the ‘‘ grounds” or reasons upon which 
medical officers were excluded from holding the office of pre- 
sident, &c. The Marquis of Hartington has failed to state 
these grounds. It is all very well to declare that “ no stigms 
was intended.” We look at the act, and not at the intention. 
The “‘ intention” may have been good. Everyone is familiar 
with the aphorism respecting “‘ good intentions.” We contend 
that the act itself is most unjust, and does cast a stigma upon 
the army medical service. By education, by experience, and 
by every quality which should be possessed by a president of 
such tribunals, the army surgeon is the one pre-eminently 
fitted to occupy that post. The entire course of proceedings 
of the authorities with regard to what are called the “‘com- 
batant” officers of the army in contradistinction to the medical 
staff is anything but honourable to the Commander-in-Chief. 
It is true that military surgeons are ‘‘non-combatant” officers 
but who are more exposed than they are to the perils of 
war? Who have ever shown more gallantry in the field— 
more devotion to the service in the hospitals ? The Commander- 
in-Chief owed his life at Inkermann to the courage and presence 
of mind of Assist.-Surgeon Wilson. Gratitude alone, leaving 
out other considerations, might, one would think, have induced 
his Royal Highness to act with more justice to a body of men 
who have never been found wanting in the hour of danger. 
—Ep. L. 

Monpay, Jvuty 20rTs. 
DISEASED SHEEP AND CATTLE 


Mr. Home, in the absence of Mr. R. Long, asked the 
§ of State for the Home Department whether his at- 
tention been called to certain statements ee 
importation of diseased sheep and cattle, made by 
Gamgee in his i odlvom tothe eneasbamn<l. the. Bow 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, in November, 1862—viz., that 
‘*pleuro-pneumonia and epizootic aphtha never ap in 
Ireland till foreign cattle were imporied there ;” that “ the 
maladies peculiar to British soil, though often very fatal, mever 
arose above 1 or 1} per cent. loss, and usually much less ; 5, 6, 
and 10 per cent. are a common yearly average now ;” ~ 
last year we did not lose in England alone jess than three times 
the amount of cattle we imported ; and, if we calculate the 
loss over the three kingdoms, it will be found that for every 
animal we purchased from foreign dealers we did not lose less 
than six or seven.of our own.” ther the above statements 
are well founded, and, if so, what steps the Government 
pose to take to prevent such evils for the future ; and 
the reports of Professor Gamgee, made to the Government on 
his return from the continent last autumn, would be laid upon 
the table of the House this session. 

Sir G. Grey said he had not seen the inangural address 
alluded to, and therefore could not say whether the statements 
alleged to have been made in it were well founded. He under- 
aone that the report of Mr. Gamgee would be presented in 4 
lew days. 


Propuction or Crxcnona Banx.—In 1861 the: 
of Cinchona bark exported from Bolivia and Tg 4 
principal Cinchona producing countries of South ee tae 
respectively 496,500 and 700 pounds, the value 
£70,918. 











ems Gs. 


PIPE 


. | 


Hi 


eat 
&F 


eterte 


eS 


oo 
ef 


Be 
i 


Hiel 


rt 


Feel 


[Jour 25, 156% 113 








Royat Cottzce or Paysicians or Lonponx.—At.a 
general meeting of the Fellows held on Monday, the 20th inst., 
the following Members of the College were admitted into the 
Fellowship :— 


Trevan, Matthew, Port Isaac, . 
Wahituch, Adolphe, M.D. Kieff, Cheetham, A 
Walthardt, Gustav Rudolph, M.D. Berne, Queensland. 

At this meeting the following gentlemen were reported by 
the AR atnagny se passed the first part of the professional 
examination for the Licence of the College :— 

Brewer, Alexander Hampton, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Brewer, Henry Meivill, St. Bartholomew's . 


Brockman, Edward Forster, St. Mospltal 


ey 
Clements, George, Middlesex ospital 


Tana 
’ Guy's Hospital. 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
*s Hospital. 
ata 
Charies James, Guy's Hospital. 
, Rorat Cottecr or Surerons or Exctanp. — The 
collowing gentlemen near their Pri Examinations in 
Anatomy and Physi ogy at meetings of the Court of Ex- 
aminers on the 2ist, 22nd, and 23rd inst., and when eligible 
will be admitted to the pass-examination :— 


LTTE 


er, J. 4., College. 
Davies, T. H. W., St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Davidson, Charles, Edinburgh. 
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, London Hi 
" University 
iikinson, G. F. B., Gay's — 
ates, William, Westminster Hospital. 

Apotugcaries’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 16th inst. :— 

Boutflower, H Crewe, Manchester. 
herd harle, Stoke Fery, Noro. 
Jackson, be meng 

Wearne, Vivian, Helston, Cornwall. 

As an Assistant :— 

Burroughs, Thomas John, Union-street, Southwark. 

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 


Allen, Ui 
Brewer, Aisander Hampi, 
Middlesex 


“3 


niversity 
University, Glasgow. 
Shoriand, Edward Peter, Guy's Hospital. 
N.B.—The Court of Examiners will meet on , the 
28th of July, instead of Thursday, the 30th ; on which day 
there will be no examination at the Hall —By order of the 
Court of Examiners, Aurrep M. Rawrpatt, Secretary. 


inte Rapvcurrre Inrrrmary.—The extensive wate at 
is infirmary are proceeding rapidly. In addition to 
— of a bazaar, the University of Oxford and the 

cliffe Trustees have assisted the infirmary by munificent 
grants. 

Tar German Hosprrat, Datston, is about to be re- 
built, and is to contain 70 beds, the contractor agreeing to pro- 
vide for its enlargement to contain 100 beds if a sufficient 
amount be subscribed before the building is roofed in. 

ET a eons at wae —. Count 
Angioli Galli recen ied, an is property, 
castanting to chout Sear anklionn of Siena, to the Hospitals of 


Founper’s Day at Epsom Cotteer.—This event was 
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duty was entrusted, occupied the chair, being sup on his 
wight Mr. the principal founder of the College, and 
on the left by the Rev. Dr. Thornton. : 

Previous to the distribution, the customary speeches of pupils 
who had distinguished themselves took place. 

Lord Chelmsford, in delivering the prizes, gave an eloquent 
address, and then Sir George Pollock moved, and Mr. Propert 
seconded, a vote of thanks to his lordship. G. Cubitt, Esq., 
M.P., moved, and Dr. Sieveking seconded, a vote of thanks to 
the Rev. Dr. Thornton; after which the company partook of a 
cold collation which had been prepared for the occasion. 


Great Cotp 1x Juty.—For many years the cold in 
July has not been so great as in the present year. At Whit- 
church, near Reading, on Friday night, the 17th inst., the 
thermometer fell to 36 degrees, and on Saturday it registered 
30 degrees, or two degrees below freezing. At Camp Hill, 
near Birmingham, on Sunday, the 19th, the minimum register 
stood at 36°8 degrees. 

Tas Ponsavs Megpicat Cottecr.—The objects for 
which this college was established do not appear to have been 
attained, after a trial of three years. The Agra College, with 
140 schclars, and an annual cost of 9200 rupees, is so much 
more desirable to be maintained than that of Lahore with 60 
pupils, at an expenditure of 30,360 rupees, that the latter is to 
b> relinquished. A hospital, however, has been sanctioned by 
the Government. 

Tas Wasuineton Army anp Mepicat Mussvm con- 
tains about 1000 surgical, and 150 medical, specimens. A por- 
tion of the bone, both sides of the fracture, when amputations 
are performed, are ordered to be sent to the Surgeon General 
for inspection, together with the surgeon’s name. The speci- 
mens are illustrative of gunshot, shell and sabre wounds, 
injuries and affections, A spacious building in New York has 
been fitted up for a Medical Museum. 

Post or Dentat Surcron to THE WesTMINSTER 
Hosprrat.—We have been requested to publish the following 
gratifying testimonial :— 

“ Westminster Hospital, July 14th, 1963, 

** Dear Mr. Clendon,—We, the undersigned Medical Officers 
of the Westminster Hospital, desire to express to you our 
sincere regret at your retirement from the office of Surgeon- 
Dentist ; we equally regret that the laws of the hospital do 
not permit the governors to elect you Consulting Dentist, to 
which, after so many years’ service, your abilities eminently en- 
title you. We are not unmindfal of the loss which both pa- 
tients and students will sustain by your resignation; for you 
have always succeeded in gaining the confidence of the one and 
the esteem and respect of the other; for your dexterity as an 
operator has only been equalled by your success in imparting 
much of it to the students who attended your teaching. 

“In wishing you health and happiness for the future, we 
sincerely trust that though our official connexion may have 
ceased, the friendship which has sprung from a service of so 
many years may be prolonged into many years to come. 

“With renewed assurances of our good wishes, we are very 
faithfully yours, (Signed, ) 

* BarnarpD Hott, 
Cuantes Brooke, 
C. Houirnovse, 
W. A. Hruwman, 
Henry Power, 
CHRISTOPHER HEarTH, 


Payment oF Mepicat Wirwyesses: CuHristopHer 
Yorke, M.D., v. T. Grecory, Coroner.—The plaintiff in 
this case, a medical gentleman practising at Granard, sued the 
defendant at Longford Quarter Sessions for £2 2s., fees for 
making a post-mortem examination, and giving evidence at an 
inquest held on the body of a man named James Smith. It 
appeared that another medical gentleman also assisted at the 


W. R. Basuam, 

G. T. Fincnam, 

C. B. Rapcwirre, 
Francis E. ANsTIE, 
Freperic Brep.” 


uest. 
Whe Coroner said that he applied to the d jury for four 
ts gave 


guineas, but two were only allowed, which 
uesting him to hand half to Dr. Yorke, 
“be. Yorke said he did not receive any money. 
His Worship (Loftus Bland, Esq.,) said that the Coroner, 
having engaged Dr. Yorke, was personally sible to him 
for his feos bat under the circumstance that Coroner had 
to pay the fee out of his own pocket, he would give a decree 
for £1 1s., and 5s, expenses. 
Dr. Yorke said he was only anxious to learn the law of the 
ease, as it was a matter which concerned the profession 


generally. 


r. Grier, 





(Juny 25, 1863. 
Sr. Tuomas’s Hosprrat.—A special meeting of the St. 
Olave’s District Board of Works was held on y, the 14th 
inst., at which it was resolved :—‘‘ That it is expedient to pre- 
sent a memorial to the Governors of St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
urging the peor be securing the site of the Surrey Gardens, 
whereon to build future Hospital.” 

Steerine 1x THE Orzn Arn.—Dr. Thos. K. Chambers, 
in reference to the febbre perniciose of the Italian harvest 
labourers, has given timely warning of the attacks of ague, 
pneumonia, typhus and rheumatism, to which our reapers, hop- 
pickers and others are yearly liable. He intimates that the 
funds of our Hospitals and Poor law Boards are taxed to 
double the amount of the wages earned by the labourers. He 
strongly urges that some preventive measures should be 
adopted. 

Unster Mepicat Socrery.—At a meeting of the above 
Society, held in thein rooms, High-street, Belfast, on the 4th 
instant, Professor Ferguson directed the attention of the mem- 
bers to ‘*A Correspondence between Jas, Vose, M.D., of 
Liverpool, and the Executors of the late George Grant, Esq. ,” 
just published, The entire correspondence having been read, 
and commented on, it was moved by Professor Ferguson, 
seconded by Dr. Wheeler, and resolved unanimously, — 

‘* That the members of the Ulster Medical Society entirely 
concur in the opinions expressed by Drs. Watson and Latham, 
respectively, in their letters ; and beg leave to offer to Dr, Vose 
the assurance of their respect for, and admiration of, the inde- 
pendent and honourable course pu by him through the 
entire correspondence,” 

James PATTERSON, eX Chairman. 
Henry Wurraker, M.D., 
Joux M‘Cara, M.D, j Hom. Secs. 


Cuantne-cross Hosritat.—The following address has 
been presented to Mr. Hancock by the students of the above 
hospital :— 

To Henry Hancock, Esq., F.R.C.S. 


**Dear Sir,—We, the Students of the Charing-cross Hos- 
pital School of Medicine, desire to offer you our respectful 
and hearty congratulations upon the recent success you have 
achieved by being elected a Member of the Council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, and having sustained so h able 
a part in a victory which is looked upon throughout the medical 
world as the commencement of much needed reform, 

‘*We trust that your valuable services may long be spared 
as an illustrious member of our Profession and as a teacher of 
aspirants to its ranks.” 


Ganerenovus Fry.—The inhabitants in the neighbour- 
hood of the cemetery of Montmartre, Paris, have suffered from 
the attacks of a ‘‘ gangrenous fly,” which causes inflammation, 
mortification and death within twenty-four hours, Many per- 
sons have fallen victims. 


Hearts or Lonpon purging THE Week ENDING 
Saturpay, Jury 18.—Last week there were 1364 deaths in 
London. The report for the week that ended on the 11th inst. 
showed an increase of 100 deaths over those of the previous 
week ; and the retarn for the week that ended last Saturday 
exhibits a farther increase of nearly 100 on the preceding num- 
ber. The increase in the mortality is caused chiefly by 
diarrhea, the deaths from which rose from 47 and 91 in the 
two previous weeks to 148 last week. Besides the deaths 
referred to “ diarrhea,” there were also 15 from sammer 
cholera. Of the 163 deaths referred te both heads 142 0 :eurred 
to infants under two years of Small-pox was returned in 
51 cases, 12 of which ares to have occurred after vaccina- 
tion. But the evidence of vaccination, or of the successful per- 
formance of it, is often of doubtful character. The 
of the disease gives not much indic»tion of decline ; 
factory, however, to know that it does not increase, 
of the 51 deaths occurred in the Small-pox Hospital. 

Births last week—Boys, 930; girls, 880. Total, 1810. 


Obituary. 
BENJAMIN GOLDING, MD. 


Ix a late number of Tue Lancer we recorded, in the 
obituary, the removal, by death, of Dr. Golding from the 
honoured fraternity of London physicians, amongst whom he 
formerly held a good position. His career in practice, however, 
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encountered a heavy blow from severe and 
just at that hopeful crisis in a physician’s life when a reputa- 
tion has been established and the prospect of the future is full 
of satisfaction and confidence. In adverting to the name of 
Dr. Golding the mind naturally dwells upon his achievement of 
those larger, higher, and more enduring objects to which he 
aspired, and the fulfilment of which was fully accomplished in 
his own lifetime, and chiefly by his own indefatigable efforts, 

Dr. Golding entered as a student at St. Thomas’s Hospital 
in the year 1813, and in 1820 published his elaborate and ex- 
cellent ‘‘ Historical Account of St. Thomas’s Hospital, South- 
wark,” a work which, besides fulfilling its immediate intention, 
presents a large contribution of historical matter of great 
general interest, yet collaterally closely connected with his 
subject. The feature, however, in that work which is more 
immediately relevant to this memoir is, that it well displays 
the ardent bent of the author's feelings and of his genius, and 
exemplifies the peculiar aptness of his mind for the under- 
taking to which it was for many years, and, indeed, to the end 
of his days, devoted. 

In the year 1825 he was admitted a licentiate of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London. It appears that he had 
only io OD ee? Se iginator and working 
founder of a public institution having humane, benevolent, 
and charitable objects similar to those of that noble refuge for 
the poor in sickness to which he had given his particular 
attention as an observer and as a critic, and which had em- 
ployed his pen as its‘admirer and as its historian. Of these 
aspirations we have an illustration in the hospital at Charing- 
cross, This creature of his hope, originating solely in his own 
earnest desire to add to the number of such of refage, 
in a correct estimate of his own unfailing , and in a firm 
reliance on public — in a good and great design, was 
commenced without r patronage than that of the sympathy 
ae eee oe uired under their in- 
fluential an assistance a local itation and a name 
as the “* West London Infirmary.” 

The first step in the re ne hae made, and 
the energy and devotion and friendly help which had led to 
the accomplishment thus far of his more extended views being 
unabated, and the benefits moreover, by the infir- 


‘ conferred, 
mary being obvious, the number of influential patrons increased, 


larger fands were subscribed, and, in a comparatively short 
space of time, an eligible site was chosen, a handsome and 
suitable building erected, and a new receptacle for poor suffer- 
ers afflicted by iliness or by accidents, at once took its place, in 
a locality where it was much needed, as the Charing-cross 
Hospital, amongst the great charitable institutions of me- 
ti 


how fhequentiiy 60 we oxo the Satter of great and useful 
ings cut off from the scene of action on which their 
enthusiastic minds are still intent, in the midst of their labours, 
and COS SS ie Oh eecene sees. nbentte S conten, 
remains unattained—a boon in prospect, but still in immaturity. 
We find in the ‘* Historical Account of St. Thomas’s Hospital,” 

that the founder of Guy's Hospital, whom we may w 
the Great ital Philanthropist, ‘‘ lived only long enough to 
have the sati ion of seeing the stately pile, which bears his 
name, roofed in.” Dr, Golding was, happily, spared to see the 
he ceased to be an active 





us, by recording their names with honourable praise, is but a 
duty we owe them; and to freshen the annals of er aay 
the recital of their charitable deeds, and transmitting to 
posterity as examples worthy of imitation, is the best way of 
evincing our for departed worth, and of rendering its 
influence permanently useful to mankind.” * 


DR, ILES, OF FAIRFORD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


Ow the morning of the 12th inst,, Dr. [les was driving alone 
from Fairford to Cirencester, and when near the toll gate, ad- 
joining the latter town, the fastening of one of the shafts of the 

haeton gave way, and allowed the shaft to fall on the road. 
This alarmed the horse, and it ran at full speed to the gate, 
when the unfortunate doctor either jumped out or was thrown 
out violently, so that he fell on his head. He was conscious for 
a short time only, and was ily removed, bleeding freely, 
to the house of a medical friend, Mr. Ruck, of Cirencester. 
The deceased lived only until evening, convulsions having come 
on occasionally. Every attention was given by the medical 
friends of Dr. Iles, who had formerly resided at Cirencester. 
An ingaest was held on the body, and a verdict of ‘‘Accidental 
Death” returned. It is believed that severe injury to the base 
of the skull, and rupture of some of the large vessels, had 
caused death. The deceased has left a wife and seven children, 
besides a large family circle to mourn the loss they have sus- 
tained. The towns of Cirencester and Fairford were literally 
in a state of gloom at the sad event, and it was the general 


subject of conversation an: regret. Dr. [les was uni- 





has been inted Medical Officer for the Chiltan- 
Polden District of the Bridgwater Union, Somersetshire, vice J. Cornwail, 


M.R.CS.E., Sr rat 
H. J. Evwaxps, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for District 
No. 4 of the Dulverton Union, Somersetshire, vice J. Edwards, M.R.CS.E., 


* Liverpool, viee D ‘kes, resigned. 
. SY 
J. Gattoway, M.D., has been appointed Medical for the I 
of the Wigton Union, Cumberland, vice R. Taylor, L.F.P. & 8, Glas. 
F.R.C.S.E., has been elected Surgeon to the Lock H 


Medical 
Dispensary District of the Roscrea U Co. ‘ 
A. Mzapows, M.D. has toon alacted Phocielan-Acconcheur te the Gus Peaineds 
of the General Lying-in Hospital, York-road, Lambeth, vice J. Clarke, 


D, i 

N, P. M.D., has been appointed Physician to the London Hospital, vice 

W. J. Littie, MLD., 

J. D. Roperrsow, M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer for the Parish of 
a eS ee Set ae Ee Aone oe ea o> 

J. Rouzersow, L.D.S. R.C.S.E., bas been elected Dental Surgeon to St, Bar- 
Oe ee en 

aby mn E., has been elected Surgeon to the Out-Patients of the 

H, J. Surecey, F.R.C.S.E., has been Medical Officer to the Earl- 
chem Dickeict of the Plomeagate nion, Suffolk, vice E. Gross, M.R.C.S, 

A. Surra, M.D., has been appointed Examiner in Materia M and Ex- 
aminer in Medical J in the Queen's Univerattg: Ireland. 

Smear for the 


M.R.CS.E., has appointed Medical 
Union, vice G. H. Whymper, 
M.R.CS.E. , 








* Historical Account of St. Thomas's Hospitsl, Southwark. By Benjamin 
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MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
R, Arxnrson, M. ~— RN. June 1854, has been 
vee R.CS8.E., Surg. 10th, ap- 
G. Bax, M.R.CS.E., a Rifle Brigade, has been appointed Staff 
Assist. vice Irvine, M.D., appointed to the 79th Foot 
&. C. Buwsuzy, M.B.C.S.E., has been appointed Civil Assist,-Surg. of Midna- 


Bengal. 
. Busrexp, Assist.-Surg. epee Santon bas been appointed Civil Surg. 
.. wot Mangalore, vice Assist.-Surg. Rule, M ~= os 
Kong for the purpose of doing with the Native Tropre of the 
under the General Commanding in China. 
.Q,Goven, MALES, hae been appointed Ant Surgeon tothe Cornwall 


€.Caanati, MRCS, Sarg. RN. Jan. 26th, 1855, has been appointed to 


K De L.B.C.S.Ed., Assist.-Surgeon 79th Foot, has been appointed 
* Stal Asis Surg vice Frevet appointed to the 9h Foct 
SS ee nA 

rank Bengal Service, been promoted Deputy Inspector-General 
pronpltate, sive Wilson, retired. 

i C.S.E., Staff Assist.-Surg., has been Assist.-Surg. 
RW Pasnros, —h sah af Mempiaaio. svt heen porary 
lnspector-General 

y_Pameawens, Depaty inepesten ences! of Hanpitale with temporery 


Hospitals 
8. Gnoes, M-R.C.S-E.. Assist -Sarg. BLN. May 12th, 1669, has been appointed 
Division at Allahabad, 


the 16th Brigade Royal 
rtillery, appointed to the Foot, 
avn i Sarge ctee has been Assist.-Surg. to the 


ted to the 
B. Kommase, MECAR. bes Lees sansinted Cini Assist Sarg. of Ranchee, 
G. Krvesmriz has been appointed Civil Medical Officer at Jhung, Punjaub. 
+ itd a Sar Assist.-Surgeon Foot, has been ap- 


92nd 
-Surg., vice Schroeder, M.D., appointed on the Staff. 
me 38th Foot, has been appointed staff Assist.- 


Sean cise 3 Baoch. 
J. Munnis, Assist.-~urg “idomba} Servic hs boo appointed act at Ci 


the re- 
has 

Deputy In- 

. George to 


wi GRE uncon, teat ony aa. lith, 1856, has been 
nted to the “ Formidable” for Sued ” 








~ > South W: the wife of Cosby W. 
emenstle Hospital, and Health Otierr of 


, Marulan, New South Wales, the wife of Dr. J. C. 
at St Ann's Garrison, Barbadoes,  ~ + —eee 


oe Tio apy ae 


On the 1ith inst., at Brougham-terrace, West Derby-road, Liverpool, the wife 
no fit iat a Broughamterace, . 
inst., at Bere-Regis, Dorsetshire, the wife of F. D, Lys, MLR.C.S. 


leshire, the wife of Dr. M‘Donald, of a son. 
-street, the wife of G. Geere, M.R.C.S.E., 


on Hacky te wile SPE ESALE. df acn, 
Denterraline Bit Smith, M.D., of a 

the wile of Wm. Traill, 
wi ce cee 
Brookside House, the wife of Geo. Gibson, M.D., of a 
Aberdeen, the wife of W. Keith, M.D., of 
Kincardineshire, of a 4 
St. Paul’s-grove, , the wife of R. J. Black, 
Co. Cork, the wife of G. A. Rountree, M.D., 
Charlotte-square, Edinburgh, the wife of J. Matthews 


Plintshire, the wife of E, G, Clarke, M.B.CS., of a 
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On the 19th at Coborn. Bow- the wife of H, V. G: 
an a ae, road, armen, 
On the 20th inal. at Aigharth, near Liverpool, the wife of C. Evers, M.D. of 


on the 20 fn at Ge at Great Homer-street, Liverpool, the wife of D, W. Parsons, 
On the 3th int af the Priory, Southport, the wife of E. J. Longton, M.D, 


On the aist at Guy's Hospital, the wife of Dr. Steele, of a son. 
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WEDNESDAY, Juux »| ee Coutzes Hosertat. 


(St. Groner's Hosrrrat.—Operations, | P... 
Cuwreat Loxvox Orurmatmio Hosrrms — 
l Pm, 


THURSDAY, Jvtx 30... 2 Pm. 





2em. 
wy Oetsorapic HosrrtaL, — Operations, 2 
P.M. 
FRIDAY, Jvty 31......... << Hosprtan, — Opers- 





SATURDAY, Ave. 1 ...4 
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Cs Correspondents. 


Veratus.—Try M. Schwarz’s plan. He recommends for the removal of the 


magistrate under the provisions of the 40th clause of the Medical Act. 
A trial for slander in this day's Lawcer may afford some hints to our cor- 
respondent as to another course which he might pursue. 

An Enemy to Poaching.—He cannot legally practise as an apothecary ; but it 
is doubtful whether the Society would lend its name to prosecute in the case. 


Agtrricia, Liss. 
To the Editor of Tax Lawczut, 

Sra,—I regret that Mr. 
racter, render it necessary 
subject ; but as I am no “ 
oo aunwee ab eaten will permit shortly, in 
that wi you me 5 
vindication, to make one or two observations upon Mr, Bigg’s letter 
journal of last week. 


ty ST) fessional readers whether Mr. Bigg has in the 
has taken, of writing to Dr. Robson, with a random description of his manu- 
factures, submitted to the test I proposed, or elicited a sati contra- 
diction Spy — RG HE et 
if Mr. is prepared to to test by me, I will give 
hin sage ties for so doing, the details of which can be arranged 
privately. 
U the other and graver point involved in Mr. Bigg’s letter, I must 
co be allowed to occupy your space for one or two extracts from the 
and Jurors’ Awards of the Exhibition of 1862, from which I will be 
whether I have “ perverted the facts,” or whether | gained a fancied 
victory only over Mr. Bigg in my department :— 
“ Official Catalogue.—Class 17 : Surgical Instruments and Appliances. 
—208. Sap, SB Seeeeges.otegats ent eaten 
appliances. 
te am M.,, 1, Paragon-place, New Kent-road: artificial hands, 
arms, . 
_ “ Jury 4wards.—Class 17: Surgical Instruments. 
“3488. , H. H., (Medal,) for an arranged series of models 
= hE cies sen 


of ort! 

_ ingenuity in the contrivance and 
for very great excellence in of artificial legs and arms, and 
of apparatus 


Breny Fniee Fe Sls Gams, toe ho Seon cin, ol Shae pemenber 
. Min’ to what did “anatomical appliances” 


two Mr. 

- Lancet, written, it is true, on different occasions and for 
objects, 

Extract from Letter to Editor of Tux Lancet, Nov. 15th, 1962, in reference to 

an Article on “ the Jury Report on Surgical Instruments.” 

“The censure is, however, principally addressed to those who have con- 
tributed to the Exhibition; but even here many well-known names 
are affixed to various There are, however, (as in my own case,) 
exceptional where this could not with justice be done, from 
the simple fact that every piece of mechanism shown is the exclusive invention 
of the one who displays the "t 

Extract from Mr. Bigg's Letter to Tux Lancet of 18th July instant. 

“The real truth, however, is that having a corner in my case amongst 
the large collection of o inventions in exhibi I placed two 
small models of an artificial leg recently invented by Dr. Bly, of America, and 
entrusted to me for construction.” ¢ 
After such instances as these, will Mr. venture to charge me with a 
gross perversion of facts? I repudiate ( retorting) the charge, and 
leave your readers to j between us. 

I trust that in Some Soe 5 base bee as I feel that I 
have stated nothing trath ; we only to add considering your 
space for correspondence should be devoted to the promotion of science rather 
than to personal squabbles, with any notice of any 
further attack Mr. . 

I 


+ The absence 


limb, and constitutes . 
oan a material, not the only, difference 


*,* We cannot insert any more letters on this subject.—Ep. L. 


mine. 
of the “tendo-Achillis” is a noticeable defect in Dr. Bly’s 
though between it 





Veritas,—It is necessary that certain lectures should be attended. Ful! in- 
formation can be obtained on reference to the Students’ Number of Tus 


Is Vaccruwa Vera 4 Sructvic Porson? 
To the Bditor of Tus Lancet. 


Rugeg’s letter Vaccination, in 
a dae ben 


Sre,—Mr. 
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To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


it, Mr. Rugg, has made a rather wholesale accusa- 
- vaccinators ;” but he 
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of lymph. 
yours obediently, 
5 ©. ¢. = MES. 
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Chemicus—The new metal “ Sideriam" was discovered by Mr. Sonstadt in 
the “‘carcasse” remaining when the chloride of magnesium is obtaimed by 
evaporating and igniting the chlorides of magnesium and sodium. As in 
many of its reactions this mew metal corresponds almost precisely with 
iron, it is presumed that-it has hitherto been conf-anded with the latter. 

Mr. Edward G. Clarke, (Mold, Flintshire.)—The “card” of M. W.F. M‘Millan, 


ias.—We believe that they are free from any injurious material. 


Porsoxnive spr Macxuwe Bt, 
To the Bditor of Tax Lawonr. 


Srr,—aAs I ines ig eeoine semaine I shall feel maeh 
them room in your 


— 


iid 


5 


that these 5 were produced by eating mackere 
pr wt inctay cy eter adbentlitn allie yetecst ty 
on 
atte tly healthy condition 

an apparen con, ‘ 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
T. N. W. Conanay, Assist.-Surg. BLN. 
ELMS. Revenge, off Malta, June, 1863. 


A Surgeon—After weighing the evidence pro and con, it will, we think, appear 
that extirpation of the tongue is a justifiable procedure under certain ex- 
treme circumstances. 

Alpha, (The Midlands.)—We believe the locality for the disease to be an un- 
frequent one ; but at the New York Pathological Society two specimens of 
cancer of the gastrocnemius muscle were recently exhibited by Dr. Sands. 


Eea Powpnrrs. 
To the Editor ef Tux Lanct. 

Stz,—I shall be greatly obliged to or any of your readers if I can be 
informed through your columns whether the preseace of “egg powder” can 
be detected by the non-chemical eye when used in puddings as a substitute 

‘or eggs. 
One of my children a few days 
dined, complaining 

with slight nausea. 


exhibited symptoms of uneasiness 
‘he, pain and a sensation of 
partaken rather 


‘As he had ly of rice 
the dish, 








Mr. James Mercer—Under the provisions of the Medical Witnesses Act, the 
Coroner is empowered to pay a fee of one guinea to a duly-qualified practi- 
tioner for giving evidence at an inquest. An unqualified witness, even 
though his evidence may be valuable, cannot claim the same fee. This may 
appear to be a hardship in some cases; but there can be no doubt that th: 
Act properly excluded unqualified practitioners. 

Tux letter from the Parishioner of St. Luke's contains very grave charges 
against one of the officials, which, if well founded, are within the control ot 
the parish authorities, who are the proper persons to decide upon thei: 
truth. 

W. E., (Treherbert.)}—In point of law, we believe the guardians are not com- 
pelled to pay the rental. Our correspondent should memorialize the Poor- 
law Board upon the subject. 

Viator, (Glasgow.)—The cireular of George Hills, M.D., is scarcely consisten: 
with professional etiquette. Such breaches of propriety are of constant 
occurrence. It is difficult to find a remedy for them. 

Accoucheur.—1. Madame Boivin was a French sage femme of great ability and 
experience. Her work was translated into English.—2. Yes. 


Posie Vaccrxators. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Srr,—As no notice has been taken of Mr. Foster's letter, which appeared 
in Tae Lancet of the 11th instant, and as there is a passing reference made 
to the same complaint—viz., of public vaccinators touting for cases amongs' 
the patients of ir brother practitioners—in Mr. Hodson Rugg’s letter, in 
your last impression, I hope you wil! allow me space in your columns to pro- 
test against such conduct. 

it it was necessary to the discharge 


1 am a public vaecinator ; but if I 
of my official duties that I should through all medical etiquette, | 
Re am But it is not so. It is surely the 
duty of the parish authorities to urge parents and guardians to comply with 
the requirements of the Vaccination Act, and to threaten them with the 
aad a+ wai to eitund punsteail his inted d 
underst: iy y at his appo! station, an 
‘une 20 aneaeie children who may be brought to him. To seek out 
cases for vaccination amongst any but his own patients seems to me a dero- 
gatory and an un act 


duty of the vaccinator, so far as | 


1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. H. Moxow, M.RB.CS. 
Kirton-in-Lindsey, Lincolnshire, July, 1863. 


To the Rditor of Tax Lancer. 


Sir,—A correspondent im your journal of the 11th instant that 

the public vaecinator oo the disesiet tn hak ao mts pan private 

patients, whether attended by himself or any other medica! man, ding 
them that they can have their children ee at his surgery. 

Your correspondent may console himself with knowledge that there 

are others who have to put up with still more ungentlemanly conduct from 

than that of which he complains. 

this district not only vaccinates gratis at his 

surgery, but calls upon all our (such as farmers and tradespeople) 

who may have new members » them 





takes the trouble to ride that distance for oe eae f 
crown. eonsequence we our ts an 
fee, they refuse to pay it, and say they will send for the public vaccinator, 
and have it done for nothing, the next time the operation is required. 

I have tried for more than twelve months to stop this unfair practice ; but 
having been entirely unsu I do not hesitate now to give it publicity. 


I am, Sir, your o! servant, 
Buckfastleigh, July, 1963. Heyvey Usspets, MRCS. 

Commeunicarrons, Lutraxs, &c., have been received from—Dr. Chambers ; 
Dr. Pavy; Mr. Hilton; Mr. Balding, Shefford ; Mr. Greenway, Gamlingay ; 
Mr. Rymer, Ramsgate ; Mr. Howie, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Grace, (with en- 
closure ;) Mr. Whitaker, Belfast; Dr. Robinson ; Mr. Masters ; Mr. Bayley, 
Shrewsbury ; Dr. Pranklyn; Mr. H. Ubsdell, Buckfastleigh ; Mr. Hayward, 
Axminster; Mr. Cooke; Dr. West ; Mr. Blackett, Durham ; Mr. Sargeant ; 
Dr. Ward, Glossop; Mr. Laing, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Jervis; Mr. Reddrop, 
Tiverton ; Mr. Little, Coventry, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Moxon, Kirton-in- 
Lindsey; Mr. Hyde, (with enclosure;) Mr. Jones, Pwilheli; Dr. Flowers; 
Mr. Mercer ; Mr. Eddowes, Shrewsbary, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 8. Thomas, 
Swansea; Mr. Welby, Manchester; Mr. W. Dixon, Tukhill, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Johnstone, Stonewell; Dr. Eastwood, Fairford; Mr. A. Alison; Mr. 
Hawkes, Stoke, (with 1h ;:) Dr. 8 , (with if ;) Mr. 
Dunn, Crick ; Mr. Iliffe, Coventry; Mr. Norris; Messrs. Murray, Glasgow, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Maunder; Mr, A. H. Churchill; Mr. F. W. Dunne; 
Mr. Dow, Lockwood, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Davies, Birmingham, (with en- 
closure ;) Mr. White, (with enclosure;) Dr. Ryan, Dublin; Mr. J. Laird, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Higgs, Birtley; Mr. J. E. Brown; Mr. Walker; Mr. 
Hutchinson ; Mr. Abraham; Mr. Colahan, R.N.; Mr. N. Moore, Sheffield; 
Mr. Lloyd ; Dr. Savage, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Chapman, Talywain ; Mr. E. 
Cripps, Cirencester ; Mr. Weaving, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Evers, Aigburth ; 
Mr. Bower, Nantwich, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Holmes, Seacombe ; Dr. Land ; 
Mr. W. ©. Matthews, Longsight; Mr. H. V. Garman; Mr. J. P. Glover; 
Mr. Westmacott ; Mr. Dyer; Mr. Yates; Mr. Saile ; Dr. Wolfe, Aberdeen ; 
Mr. C. Heath ; Mr. Benbow; Dr. Seth Gill; Mr. A. Amboise ; Chemicus; 
M.A. B.; W. E.; Boyal College of Physicians ; Constant Reader; Omega, 
(with enclosure ;) A. B., (with enclosure ;) Paterfamilias; R. V.; G.B.; 
H. M.; Viator; J. L. N.; Salop Infirmary; A Subscriber of Thirty Years; 
G. H.; A Graduate; D. T., (with enclosure ;) The President of the College 
of Physicians of Edinburgh ; Accoucheur; An Enemy to Poaching; 8. M, 
(with enelosure,;) Surgeon, (with enclosure ;) Surrey County Hospital ; &. 











